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Hon. A. Lovekin: The Bill as it stands
takes that into acecount,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Having regard
to the whole position and our desire to safe-
guard the industrious man, we should refain
the words proposed to be struck out.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If the hon. member
reads the amendment he will see that the
amount chargeable is fixed in the early part
of the amendment.

Amendment on amendment and

passed.

The CHAIRMAN: Sir Wilham Tathlain
can now move his amendment on the amend-
ment,

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: I
move an amendment on the amendment—

put

That all the words ufter “‘therefrom,’’ in
line 10 be struck oot,

Amendment on the amendment pui and
passed.

Hon. J. J. HOLAMES: I should like lo
ask either Mr, Lovekin or Mr. Nicholson,
whichever is in charge of this amendment,
to consider the desirability of getting baek
to where we were and giving the board
power to write off as much as, in their dis-
cretion, they think fit,

Hon, A, Lovekin: That is in there now.

Amendment, as amended, put and passed;
the elause, as further amended, agreed to,

Bill agnin reported with Further amend-
ments.

BILL—RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE.
~lssembly’s Further Message.

Message veceived from the Assembly, noti-
fying that it had agreed to the recommendu-
tions of the conference on the amendments
insisted upon by the Council.

House adjourned at 9.20 p.m.
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The SPEAKIEER took the Chair at 4.30
P, and read prayers.

QUESTION—DRIED FRUITS
IMPORTATION.

Me, FERGUSON asked the Minister for
Agrieultore: 1, Has his atlention been
drawn to an article in the “West Australian”
of the 20th November, relative to the im-
portation of dried fruoits from the Mediter-
ranean? 2, Will he bring the natier under
the notice of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment i the interests alike of producers and
consumers in this Stated

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, The suggestion will re-
ceive ennsideration.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
ELECTRIFICATION.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, With the intense eamnpetition

of motor road traffic, have the Government
given further consideraiion fo the electrifi-
cation of suburban and outer snburban rail-
wavs? 2, If so, will he state the intentions
of the Government, and the proposed
change-overs, if any? 3, If possible, will
he indicate the ecapital expenditure that
wonld be involved?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-

plied: 1, No. 2. Answered by Na. 1. 3.
Considerably aver £1,000,000,
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Hon, Sir James Mitehell: You would noc
get much done for a million.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
said considerably over a millien.

QUESTION—WHEAT EXPORT,
TONNAGE RAILED.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: What was the weekly tonnage
of wheat received at Fremantle by rail dur-
ing the 1927.1928 season?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS reo-
plied: From December to June, inclusive,
the weekly average was 171,000 bags.

3
QUESTION—MINING, GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY,

Mr. MARSHAIJ.L (withont notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: Can he give the
House any information as to when there
will be a sufficient staff of geologiata to
commence the Peak Hill geological survey
that has been promised for some years?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
I cannot give the information. I do not
know when we shall have sufficient staff to

make possible the starting of that survey. -

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
find ount?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: When
tke money is available.

Cannot you

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1. Licensing Act Amendment.
2, Stamp Act Continuanca.
Introduced by the Premier.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 3), £1,000,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. P. Collier—Boulder) [4.38]: I
move—

That so much of the Btanding Orders be
suspended ag iz necessary to enable resolutions
from the Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means to be reported and adopted on the same
day on which they shall have passed those
Committees. and also the passing of a Supply
Bill through all its stages in one day.

Question put and passed.
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Message.

Message from the Governnr received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Commit-
tee of Supply, Mr. Lutey in the Chair,

THE PREMIER
Boulder) {4.40]:
That there be granted to His Majesty on

account of the serviee of the year ending 3uth
June, 1929, a sum not vxceeding £1,000,000,

The total consists of £650,000 from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, £300,000 from the
Gieneral Loan Fund and £50,000 from the
Government Sales Property Fund. That
Supply will cover one month, by which
time it is expected that consideration of
the Estimates will have been completed.
The expenditure is on the lines already set
out in the BEstimates, all of which, with the
exception of the Lands Estimates, have been
passed. During next week the Estimates
will be completed and this Supply will then
earry us on till the end of the month,

{Hon. 1.
T move—

Collier-—

HON, SIE JAMES MITCHELL {Nor-
tham) [4.41]: T do not think there is anv
need to discuss this proposal. We have con-
sitered the Estimates and they are pracii-
eally throungh. I suppose the Premier will
be bringing down supplementary Estimates
in conneetion with the London payments
held in suspense. I think he said he would
do so.

The Premier: I said I hoped it would be
possible to bring down the supplementary
Estimates before the end of the year.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELIL: I think
the Premier can do it safely in view of the
unfortunate vote throughoni Ausiralia on
the referendum.

The Premier:
Parliament,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose we can 1isk that.

The Premier: In the next Parliament
there will be many new members,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 hope
there will be enough to do something for
us.

Mr. Corboy: Why “unforiunate” vote?

Hon. G. Taylor: It is unfortunate for
Western Australia.

Tt has to be ratified by
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Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If we
are to lose our freedom and the right tc
conirol our finances, we shall not he meeting
here to pass the expenditure of millions of
money in & short space of time. T am
pleased there were nearly 50,000 patriots in
this State who voted “No.” 1 do not know
how to deseribe the people who voted “Yes.”
Certainly I cannot eall them patriots.

The Premier: Surely there are not that
many unpatriotic people in the State.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes
81,000 of them. If the Premier has to wait
until the Federal Parliament ratifies the
agreement, we shall not get finality this
session. Anyhow, the Loan Estimates will
be brought down very soon.

The Premier: Next Tuesday.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
being so, there is no need to discuss this
measure.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report

adopied.

Committee of Ways end Means.

The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, Mr. Lutey in
the Chair,

FHE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier--
Boulder) [4.44): I move—

That towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty on account of the
gerviee of the year ending 30th June, 1929,
there be granted out of the Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund the sum of £650,000, from monews
to the eredit of the General Loan Fund
£300,000, and from moneys to the credit of
the Government Property Sales Fund £50,000.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

Bill introduged, etc.

Tn accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced, passzed through all
stages without debate and transmitted to
the Comncil.

BILL—EDUCATION.
Reporta of Committee adopted.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE
(QUEEN STREET.)
Second Heading.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [4.54] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill
bas been introduced at the request of the
Fremantle Munieiy.al Council, who, in order
to straighten Queen-street, have found it
neeessary to resume a strip along one side
of the street and to parchase a strip on the
ather side. A strip 4ft. Gin. wide was pur-
chased from Dr, Fast, and the council pro-
pase o sell the styip on the other side of
the street It is found that this cannot be
done without the authority of Parliament.
The proposal now is to close that portion
of Queen-street and sell the portion closed,
the amount of the purchase money going
towards the acquisition of the small strip
bought from Dr, FEast. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) {4.58]: The member for Fremantle
(Mr. Sleeman) tells us that the object of
the Bill is to straighten Queen-street, Ap-
parently that street is not straight now, and
therefore we ought to weleome the Bill. The
hon. member says the measure has been
introdueed ai the request of someone else.
He does not say, “I introduce the Bill be-
cause it is right and ought to be passed.”
He comes here apologising for the measnre.

Mr. Panton: Modesty is fypieal of Fre-
mantle members.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of other
members joo. If jhe Honse ean agree, it
ought to agree, to the proposal, beeanse to
have a street aligned as Queen-street is at
present is ridienlons. Unless the Bill is
passed, the land in question may be built
on, thus entailing expensive resnmption
later. I entirely approve of the proposal,
and have no ohjeectiop af all to the passing
of the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. Milington—Leederville) [4.58]:
T have no objection to the passage of the
Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

In Committee, ete.
Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported withont amendment, gnd
the report adopted.
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BILL—WHEAT BAGS.
Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of nine amendments made hy the
Conpeil now consideved,

In Committee.

Mr, Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Apriculture in charge of the Bill

Na. 1, Clause 1.-—-Add at the end the fol-
lowing words:—*anii shall come into opera-
iion on the first day of Angust, 1929.”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Counecil desire to provide that the Bill,
when passed, =hall not come into operation
until the 1st Auwust, 1920, Obviously it
could not be operaiive during this harvest.
T move—

That the amendinent be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed {o,

No. 2. Clause 2, Subclause (1).—Delets
the word ‘“stock’’ in the line twelve.

No. 3. Clause 2, Subelause (1).—Delete
the words *‘in the Department of Agricul-
ture,” in line thirteen, and insert ‘‘under-
the Brands Act, 1904,

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The effect of the Counecil’s amendments will
be that one brand will be sufficient, and that
the brand shall bhe registered under the
Brands Act, 1904. I move—

The-t the mmendments he ppred to.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Everyone will
have to register his siock brand, so this is
an improvement.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is so.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 2, Subelause (1).—Deletc
the words "“Penalty: Twenty pounds.”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When the Bill left this Chumber it was a
simple one, but the Couneil have expander
it. T do not see any objection to the amend-
ment. The penalty clause is to be delete.d
from Clause 2, but suecceeding elauses sug-
gested by the Couneil deal wore strineently
with offences and the penaltv provision ix
embodied in another clause. T move—

Thut the amendirent be agreed to.
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Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. [Insert a new clause to stand as
Clause 3, as follows:—
3. Any person who—

{a) not being the grower or, without
the authority of the grower of
wheat contained in any bags,
stamps on the hags containing
such wheat the name and address
or brand of such grower; or

{b) defaces, alters, or renders illegible
the name or address or brand of
sueh grower on hags containing
wheat; or

(c¢) causes, directs, or assists in or per-
mits or suoffers any such act,
matter, or thing aforesaid,

shall be guilty of an offence against this
Act.

No. 6. Insert a new clanse to stand as
Clause 4, as follows:—

4, No person, other than the grower
whose name and address or brand may be
stamped on bags, shall refill with wheat,
for the purpese of selling or disposing ot
same, any bags previously used by such
grower without first effeclively and eom-
pletely remaving or gbliterating the name
and addres; or brand tiereon of sueh
grower, and any person failing to comply
with the provisions of this section shall be
guiity of an offence against this Aet,

On motions by the Minister for Agrieul-
ture, the foregoing amendinenis made by the
Cuounecil were agreed to.

No. 7. Insert a new eclause to stand a-
Clause 3, as follows:—

3. A person guilty of an offence against
this .Act shall be liable on summarv con-
viction o a fine not exceeding twenty
pounds, or to imprisonment with or with-
out hard labour for a period not exceed-
ing six months.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE.
The Council provide for a fine not exceeding
£20 vr imprisonment for a period not exceed-
ing six months. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. LATHAM: The maximnm period of
imprisonment is out of all proportion to
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the maximam fine of £20. 1 move an amend-
ment—

That the Council’s amendment be modified
Uy striking out ‘‘six’’ in line 5, and inserting,
Yone’! in lieu.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope no more time will he spent in dis-
cussing the Bill.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But I think six
months’ imprisonment is too wmuch to pro-
vide for.

The Minister for Railways: That is
merely the maximumn term: an offender
might he sentenced to a fortnight's impris-
onment,

Mr. Latham: But surely ihe Minister will
agree that the term of imprisonment is oul
of all propertion to the fine.

The Premier: But the court will have
diseretion to fix whatever term of imprison-
ment is deemed necessary.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If an offence were committed against the
Act, a tine would probably meet the case.
In the event of a repetition of the offence,
the eourt would have power to award im-
prisonment for any term up to, but not ex-
ceeding, six months.

Hon, Sir James Aliteheli: No serious
offence can be committed under this measure.

Hon. G. Tavlor: Then why the necessity
for it?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCRE:
There is necessity for it. & would be a
serious offence if someone substituted n
hrand belonging to an owner whose produets
stond high in the estimation of buyers, for
his own or an inferier product.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Thal would be
{raud, and the offender would be prosecuted
under the Criminal Code.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope the penalty will be retained.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
it .will not be retained. The Bill wiil no
protect a careless buyer, and that is quite
right. JE a man is so foolish as to buy with-
out makinr the tests that are so easy, then
he deserves to lose. If a ran should pui
¢and and stone into his wheat, that would
represent fraud, and he would be prose-
cuted under the Criminal Code.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the good of the
Bill?

[ASSEMBLY.

[lon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No good
whatever, except to cause a lot of irritation
amd annoyanee. 1t is so mnch nonsense.
The Deputy Leader of the Country Party,
AMr. Lathim, bas moved to rednee the maxi-
mum term of imprisomment, but 1 think it
would be hetter to cut it out altogether.

Amendment put and negatived,

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Insert a new clause to stand as
Clause 6, as follows:—

(. Nothing in this Act contained
shall confer or be deemed to confer on the
purchaser of any wheat in bags stamped or
hranded as aforesaid any greater rights cv
rentedies against the seller than a purchaser
heretofore had or may have been entitled
to, nor shall anything in this Act alter the
onus of proof in any proceedings which
may be taken by any one of snch parties
against the other.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
L see nothing to object to in the amend-
ment, and I move—

Thet the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 9. Insert a new ¢lause to stand as
Clause 7, as follows:—

7. This Aect shall not apply to wheat
sold by one grower to another for seed cv
feed,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[ move—

That the amendment be agreed b,

Mr., SBAMPSON:  1f the Bill has any
virtue, it i+ in the protection it will afford.
Surely pear le purchasing seed wheat should
ha protected!

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: This is to free
the department!

Mr. LATHAM: This is a trivial matter.
Heed wheat is sent from one farm o an-
other, or trom one district to another, and!
it is merely a matter of one Ffarmer dis-
patching wheat to another farmer.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-29,
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from 8th November; My Lutey
in the Chair,

Department of Lands, Immigration and
Industries (Hon. 3. F. Troy, Minister),

Yote—Lands and Surveys, £72,539:

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) {5.17]): In the absence of the Minis-
ter, I do not propos: to disenss this Vote au
any great fength. We  discussed  lands
pretty thoroughly wien we were dealing with
the Vote for agriculture.  Still there are
a few things 1 wish to say. 1 Lave imade a
note of a boast by Mr. Willeock. T am not
quile clear what it means. I think it musr
mean the area of first-cla=s land sold. Nat-
urally, that has fallen offl pretty consider-
ably during the last three vears. But we
are spending loan money in the administri-
tion of this and other departments: in this
department to a very much greater extent
than in auy other department. No less a
sum than £72,539 of revenue expenditure
will be transferred to loan this vear. In the
past we did all our surveys from loan. Bur
then, of eourse, we had the Lund Inprove-
ment Loan Fund, and £15,000 per annum
was paid into that fund from revenue. That
credit from revenue went into a fund from
which it had to be unsed for loan surveys
and for some other public works. But it
is not right to burden revenue with £72000
for this year. When the money is returner,
as it will be when the successfal applicants
for land pay their survey fees, it will 2o
to the eredit of revenue. So we are double-
banking the thing, and the £72,000 will mean
£144,000 transferred to rtevenue.  There
should be a debit to lean from stores. We
have abolished the Aet that provided for
the repavment of loan muneys spent in this
way, and now there is jusl an amount saved
o revenue, This amount of £72,000 is a
very big sum. In 1922-23 the swn of £4,500
was debited to revenue, and we surveved &
very much larger number of blocks than we
are now doing. This vear, to cover the same
activities we are transferring £72,539 to re-
venue, 1 must protest against the use of
loan money in this way, If we are going io
use Joan money to save revenue, then in a
very few years we shall be in a desperate

13r

situation.  There is no doubt about thar.
The whole thing is wrong in prineiple, and
it will bave Lo he adjusted suvner or later.
Al present it serves to wake our deficit very
mueh less than it ought to be, and we ary
taking mooey that ought to go inio public
works of a permanent character and using
it for surveys that will have to be paid for
by the successful applicants for the lan.l.
I lhope the Premier will tell us that this
this money, when it does come bacek, will be
restored to lhe credit of the fund in order
that it may be used, as ioan money should
be used, for some permanent work. There
is an inerease in the expenditure of the de-
partment this vear s against last year, but
not & very material one. Unfortunately, we
are throwing open so few blocks of land just
now. The faet that we said there were 3.000
[arms to be sold bronght a great many peo-
e from the Eastern States, and they are
getting work here while waiting for those
farms. They are experienced young farm-
ers and they gzet work when they go out into
the country, to the detriment of our own
people. It ought to be made c¢lear 1o the
Eastern States that we shall not be
throwing open any further wheat area
hlocks until next ¢year. I understand the
Land Board hay been disbanded. I know
that some people applying for land the
other day were told that no considerable
number of wheat blocks would be thrown
open uniil after December. We ought
to tell the people of the Eastern States that
they had better wait until after the end of
December. They seem to imagine that they
can come here and go on io the bloeks nof

land straight away. A young farmer
the other day, when he found that
he could not get wheat land, tried to
get land in the South-West. Even

there he found difficulty, and so he went
into the couniry to get work while he
waited. T am told the Land Board has been
dishanded. Under the old system a number
of officials and a few other peaple exper-
tenced in that sort of thing did the work
and drew fees. However, the Minister saw
fit to get rid of that system and substitute
a permanent board. But apparently the
permanent hoard had not enough to do, and
so they were sholished.

The Premier: All the odds and ends of
land in various loealities have heen dis-
posed of, and there will not be any more
until the new area is available.
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Hon. Sir JAMEY MITCHELL: That is
s0. The people have been iold there will
not be any more wheat blocks available un-
til after the end of the year. That ought
to be made clear to the people of the East-
ern States, who seem to think they can
walk in here and get wheat blocks without
delay. They are experienced farmers, and
they can go into the country and get work
that those of our own people who are out
of work ought to be allowed to do. Every
day in the other States it is advertised
that we have 3,000 wheat farms to be made
available, and the people over there thinh
they are already available. Of course they
will not be available until nexi year, But
there is a great deal of second-class land
we could use in the meantime. We should
be frank with those people and tell them
it is of no use their coming over here until
we are ready to supply them with land. &
am afraid we would not be permitted to
discuss anything in the nature of agricul-
ture under this Vote. We have discussed
operations on the gronp settlements pretty
fully already. I hope the surveying of the
wheat Jand that is available will be pushed
on as speedily as possible. [ suppose water
will be a difliculty. But there are a great
many of our own young people wanting
land, and I think it would be & good iden
to make a list of people of this State, not
neeessarily born here, who wish to take up
wheat blocks. Then I think, we ought to
give them some preference.

The Minister for Agricultore: That de-
finite policy of the department will be con-
tinued.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I mean
our own people.
The Minister for Agrienlture: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
young men of our own couniry should get
whatever land is available now. Quite nat-
urally the board makes the wisest choice
from amongst the applicants. We are get-
ting from the Eastern States, good, exper-
ienced men with money, and it would be
very difficult for one of our own young men
without money fo hold his own against
them. But we' could make a list of our
own young men, just as we did in respect of
the returned soldiers.

My. Mann: About 40 per cent. of recent
allotments to successful applicants went to
Western Australians.

The Pyemier: More than that.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Mann: They were Western Ausira-
lian born.

The Premier: Many of the applicants
from the other States, especially South
Australians, are experienced furmers and
have money,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am not
referring to native-born Western Austra-
liuns, when | suy people in the State. Many
suituble people have been here for years.
They cannot all be born here, nor can they
all be Premier of the State. I mean people
of our own State, people who are here and
who want land. They come into ¢competition
with some splendid young Esstern States
farmer with mopey, and naturally the
hoard makes the wisest choice, I do not see
what else the board could do, unless we lav
it down by regulation that preference must
he given to our own people. Jt is our
custom to give a chance to the
man without money in our own State.
When we wanted people to come here with
money and experience they would not come,
s0 we took our own people withont money
and put them on the land.  They ought
still to he given that opportunity. The op-
portunity will not exist wuch longer with
our wheat lands. Very soon we shall have
sold the last good safe wheat block we bhave.

The Prewier: The last oppartunity will
5001 pass unless people begin buxing land
Irom olhers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I shouil
like to see the Iast bloek sold to-morrow.
That would mean that we should get to
work more quickly in producing inereased
wealth.  Soconer or Iater people will have
to o fo the South-West, Last Monday
mo:ning I saw for the first tiine a consider-
alle consignuent -of bufler pnt upon a
truck from Busselton. This represented 234
vases of 56 lbs. each. 1t was clieering to
rec how delighted the local people were tn
be handling sueh a large econsignment of
that commodity. The porters were handling
it with as mueh joy as if they themselves
had made the butter,

The Premier: Was {hat from ihe Bussel-
ton factory?

ITon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. T
understand it represented only half a week's
churning,

The Minister for Agriculture: The com-
pany is contemplating an extension of their
business.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. I
hope the Government will help in the erec-
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tion of factories where they ought to be,
thut is te say not weore than 30 miles apart.
If a chain of butter factories, all in co-
operation, were established in the Sonth-
West, the eost of manufacture would be re-
duced, and the selling arrangements would
he more effective. It would then be possible
to appoint a first-class man to oversee them
all. Better prices could alse be given to the
producer. If all the grass in the South-
West to-duy could be utilised we shonld be
troducing more bntter than we require.

The Premier: When the wheat lunds are
all gone, land seekers will o to the South-
West.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
nothing wrong with the South-West. The
pastures have always responded. The future
of that part of the State s assured. In the
past we tried to grow grass without seed.
Now we are supplying both seed and fer-
tiliser to the ground, and the South-West
is eoming into its own. Thisx is the most
valuable unoccupied (vrritory in the Brifish
Dominion. The guowing period there is
lenger than it is anyvwhere, exeept possibly
in California.

The Minister for Apriculture: The people
have now discovered how to treat the Sonth-
West.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is
ouly a matter of seed and fertiliser. N

private person has mude any mistake in sow-
ing, and the right principles are gradually
being followeld evervwhere. Tn Albany six
vears ago land, the trees on which had
heen merely chopped down, was sown with
wrasses with great suecesses. We should
never have cleared the groups in the way
we did over and above 25 aeres. The bal-
anee of the holdings could have heen eleared
at a minimam of expense and fodders sown
upon them. I have seen excellent fodders
growing on land where the trees had merely
heen rung. T would like to know from the
Minister what lhas been done with regard
to the Group Settleiment Board, whether all
its members have gone and whether the
monihly expenditure has ceased.

The Minister for Agrieulture: The bhoard
will be temporarily constituted as oceasion
arises.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL:
was the old system.

The Premier: We shall be going back to
the old svstem.

The Minister for Agriculture: The board
were very efficient,

That
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Hon. Sie JAMES MITCHELL: Under
the old system two or three boards, if de-
sired, conld be appeinted,

The Minister for Agriculture: There were
thouwsands of applicants, and they took a
ot of handling.

Hen, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Years
azo we had as many as 90 applicants for
# hlock, and they all had to go before the
hosnl. When the biocks were thrown open,
ten or twenty at a time, the hoard were
ible to work more easily It was
a tereifie job when 200 blocks were thrown
open at once, and all the applicants had to
he dealt with, The claims of the first appli-
cant must have been forgotten by the time
the last inan had heen dealt with.

The Minister for Agrienllure: So many
applieants journeyed to Perth, and when
disnppointed went back again.

Hon, Sir TAMES MITCHELL: The fact
that they were disappointed showed that
they were ennine applicants. I objeet to
loan money being used when revenue ought
to he expended. 1 hope the work will pro-
veed until we get as many farms as are avail-
able on the onter fringe of the wheat belt
surveyed and sold, 1 also hope it will be
wade clear to the prople in the Eastern
Stafes that it is no use their ecoming here
now, anr that they had hetter wait until the
blocks are ready for them, Officers of the
department are doing good work. We ean-
not eriticise that, but we can object to the
policy which keeps on referring to 3,000
farms. We have not yet got those 3,000
farms. When we have them surveyed ready
for accupation we can let people know that
the farms are ready. Sir Joseph Car-
mthers vsed to talk of 1,000,000 farms for
a million farmers, but no one actually got
a furm. If T had spoken of 2,000,000 farms
for two million people it would not have
amounted to any more in the long run. It
is all a question of getting the farming areas
surveved and allotted as they are made
ready. T have no eriticism to offer of the
work of the officials of the .department
Thev have done zood work. We should never
offer that which we have not ready for selee-
tion. We should do all we possibly can to
prevent any person from being disappointed
in his search for land.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) {545}: I
agree with the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition when he suggests that people
have been deceived through the cirenlation
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of exaggerated reports concerning the area
of Jand that is available for seleetion. 1
am particnlarly sorry that this has been so
with regard to people in the Eastern States.
The statemcnts that have been made have
cansed a number of people to come here, as
they possessed the idea that farms were
awaiting their occupation, The other cven-
ing I referred to the 3,000 farms schene, but
was informed that I shonld defer my remarks
until this partienlar vote had heen reached.
I wish to refer to the Avon electorate, that
portion of it where the rainfall becomes so
scanty and irregnlar. In my opinion,
that lighter country is going to be a
great standby for the farmers, particularly
towards the end of my electorate, where it
approaches Yilgarn. There are many re-
serves in that lighter country and many of
them are devoid ol timber, I have brought
under the nolice of different Ministers the
advisability of eutting up those reserves and
have drawn attention t¢ the fael that per-
mitting them to remain as reserves, they
become breeding grounds for vermin, I have
asked that the posiiion be reviewed and 1
have been told that the various depart-
anents are against any alienation of these
Teserves. In some cases thiz is the ecorrect
attitude, and partienlarly in respeet of the
commonage around the township of Wes-
tonia. There arc several at the Yerbillon
Pumping Station, on which there is not a
serap of fimber to be seen. Those could
well be utilised as a produetive agency as far
as wheat growing is concerned. On some
of the country that I have asked should be
thrown open, the iimber has been entirely
cut ont and a wild scheme of reforestation
has been drawn up by someone in the depart-
ment in the hope of being able to snpply
the pumping station with firewood in the
davs to eome. I do not know much about
reforestation and therefore cannot say how
long it will take for the trees to grow to a
sufficient size to permit of their heing cut
for firewood. T think, however, that the land
could be very much more nsefully employed
if it were made available to these people
whe require land for eultivation. The area
in question would be very quickly selected
because of its close proximity to the main
railway line. When speaking the other even-
ing on the subiect of the 3,000 farms
scheme, I mentioned the fact, as the “Daily
News” says to-night, that there were a lot
of Dizmal Jimmies about. The “Daily News”
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is adopting sn attitude quite the opposite of
that followed by the “West Australian.”
That journal told us a few weeks back that
we were too rash with regard to the 3,000
farms scheme, amnd it advocuted the very
thing the Leader of the Opposition was de-
murring about to-Light, that men with capital
should take up land because there were
chances of failure if anyone settled there
without capital. T combated the Dismal
Jimmy attitnde of the “West Australian.”
When we get fo Southern Cross we natur-
ally expect, going out so far east; that the
rainfall will deerense. But it has to be re-
membered that a greater part of the 3,000
farms scheme will be carried out towards
the Southern Ocean and consequently will be
brought within lhe southern coastal in-
flueneges. The rainfall inproves in that di-
rection and it is belter there in fact than in
parts of the established wheat country. I
wish to make that clear because we are told
from time to time that Southern Cross is
settled and that Bullfineh is no good. The
truth is that there is a fair sprinkling of
wood erops in ilie Southern Cross district
and when one makes inquiries the invariable
reply is that with good fallow and the cor-
rect kinds of wheat, the distriet will come
into its ewn. I was surprised to hear that
the Land Board had ceased operations. I
presume that they have got to the end of
their work though I have been informed that
the board have not been doing particalarly
goud work. The fact remains that the board
have put »p a good record with the number
of applications that have come before them.
1 hope the Aeting Minister for Lands will
bear in mind that T shail not be satisfied unti!
I ean persuade him or the members of the
bauk or the Industries Assistance Board to
review their attitude towards the coun-
try that lies north and north-east of West-
onia. There 1s an area in that locality that
is Night in character, and it has been cut np
into blocks up to 5,000 aeres in size. Those
wilo take up the areas cannot get any as-
sisiance from the bank, the trustees of which
derlare that farming there is not an econ-
omie proposition, The areas range from
2,000 up to 5000 aeres, and T eonsider it
would he wise if the bank reviewed their
attitude, or if the department cut up the
blocks intn smaller holdings, T urge this
beeanse T am eeviain that the lighter eoun-
trv is going to be the salvation of that part
of the wheat belt. 1 have not much more to
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say because I spoke at length on the agrieul-
taral vote the other evening, and my desire
to-night was to draw attention to the ve-
serves which are a resort for vermin
and to the large nvezs tv ihe north-east of
Westonia which | consider should be re-
viewed by the department.

MR, EENNEDY (Greenough) [3.52]: I
represent n very important agricultnrai elee-
torate and its prosperity af the pre-ent time
is due to the opening up aml development
of it< wheat-growingy lands.  Just recently
a tour wa- made through the Greencugn
electorate by many members of Parliamens,
bankers and commereial men. I understand
it was their first visit te that part of the
State, und all were amazed at the rapid de-
velopment and the auality of the erops they
suw, as well as the elass of land that is
heing enltivated, .\ visit sueh as that, is
of great value from the point of view of the
settlement of land. At the present time a
party of surveyors »re engaged north of
the No. 3 rabbit-pro + tence, classifying and
surveying a large nvea of coumtry.  The
value of this land, a- w2mbers may be awars,
has until eomparatively recently been an
unknown quantity. “obody had ever been
there, with the exception perhaps of a few
sandnlwood getters, Indeed, from the early
days until recent yems Balla and Dartmoor,
which would be approximnately 30 miles from
the Ajana and Yuna railwavs, were never
considered in the light of wheat-growiny
areas, but since ealtivation hus taken place
there the land has averaged six to seven bags
tor the acre. The settlers worked under n
disadvantage by reasen of their having uo
water supplies. As it was impossible in the
Dartmoor area to put down tanks and so
nssist ihe settlers, the Agricultural Water
Supply Department tested the counlry by
means of bores. Suceess followed, and pros-
perity must result for the settlers in those
parts. But one dizadvantage still remains
and it is the faet that they are 30 miles from
n tailway and transport facilities must be
provided, Now even further out than Balla
and Dartmoor survevors are engaged ‘n
classifying a large area of what is consid-
ered to be good wheat-growing country. The
survevors have heen at work for the past
eight or nine months and it is not expecter
that theyv will complete their labours for an-
other four or five months. T hope that when
the report of that survey party is made
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available, no time will be lost in subdivid-
ing and vpeuing up that country and a rail-
way provided, so that the econoinieal work-
iy ol a lurge tract of valuable land will
be puossible. This might be brousht about
wlhen the reports come in by requesting the
Ratiway Advisory Board to  inspect the
vountry with a view to the building of
a line at the rarliest possible date.  Pariia-
menl will be i vecess for five or six months,
and by the time it meets again the report:
of the advisory board should he availabl-.
For mauy years there bas been no railway
exten<ion beyoml Yuna and it is known Ibhat
theee is o big waet of good wheat-bearing
land further out. 1t is impossible, how-
ever, to work it sueeesstully unless railway
communicalion is provided.  Muny years
ago several reporls were prescinted  about
the nature of the country helwern Yuna and
Mullewa, haf sinee then a good deal more
inforination has been obiained as the result
uf the establishment of experimental farms,
and it has been found that it is now possible
to farm suecessfully what was thought, 14
or 15 vears ago, io be sandplain or light
land. The rainfall in that area is adequnte,
and is considered to be better than in an-
other part of the State from a wheat-grow-
ing point of view. Ther: are many seltlers
15 or 20 miles hevond Yuna, and all are
expetivncing gieat hardships by reason of
the absenee of transport Laeilities. L am not
suggesting that the Government should waste
public money, but in this case we know that
that Jarge arca of land is suitable for wheat
growing and should be surveyed, elassified,
and cut up into suitable blocks for settle-
ment purposes. There is no doubt about
the quality of the land north of Mullewn,
down through Tenindewa and across to
Yuna. A railway would involve the Gov-
ernment in no loss, but would be a sound
proposition in that it would enable the
Government to provide suitable farm land
for the many inquirers seeking land in
that part of the State. Numerous in-
quiries, amouniing probably to hundreds,
have been received in Geraldton for
wheat-growing land and doubtless appli-
eants are hecoming a little bitter over
the delay of the Government in classifying
the land and opening it up for settlement.
A large amount of money is being spent
in_the construction of a new harbour at
Gieraldton, but a harbour is of no use unless
we provide facilities to convey the produce
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to the port. Within an area extending over
60 or 70 miles are thousands of acres of
land switable for wheat-growing lying idle,
and it is time the Government were up and
doing. No. long age Parliament authorised
the extension of the Ejanding-northwards
railway. That line should be further ex-
tended to link up with the system either at
Muliewa or at Pindar on the Mullewa-Cue
line. 1t would traverse millions of acres of
the same elass of country and the success
of the railway would be assured. It may
be desirable to establish experimental
farms in some parts of the State. One such
farm has reeently been established at Dam-
pawah, east of Perenjori, to test out thai
conntry, but I claim it is not necessary. The
country ig suitable; the rainfall is satis-
factory; it is the same class of country and
the rainfail ts similar to that of the coun-
try {raversed by the Ejanding-northwards
railway extension. Thousands of people
are erying out for land, and it is necessary
that sueh areas should be opened up at a
very early stage. I have watched the devel-
opment along the Wongan Hills line during
the last five or six years and the rapidity
of the progress has been wonderful. Re-
cently the Government purchased three es-
tates near Mullewa that had been lying idle
for many years—>Mendels, Wongoondy and
Kockatea. Ten or cleven years ago many
people decried the quality of the country
comprised in those estates. They contended
that Mullewa was too far distant for sue-
cessful wheat growing and that the quality
of the soil was unsatisfactory, except for
grazing purposes. Mendels was the first
estate purchased two or three years ago.
The settlers quickly set to work to cuitivate
that land, and this season they are reaping
not less than eight to ten bags of wheat
per acre, The Kockatea and Wongoondy
estates adjoin Mendels, the class of country
is almost the same and the rainfall is simi.
Iar. Nothing but prosperity ean result to
the selectors who are fortunate enouch to
obtain blocks on those estates. There is
another matter on which I should like fo
tonch while diseussing this vote. Attached
to the Lands Department are a large num-
ber of Agricultural Bank inspectors who
are stationed at varions points in the agri-
culture! distriefs. They carry on a very
important work. They have hig areas to
traverse and they are charged with the
responsibility of making recommendations
to the Government on the amount of work
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carried out by clients of the bank. They
also make valuations of holdings, and in
many ways they have to safeguard large
amounts of capital belonging to the State.
After having studied their work closely, T
claim that Agricultural Bank inspectors
are inadequately paid for the imporfant
work they do, and if their services are to
be retained, they should receive more ade-
quate remuneration. Recently there has
been elected to this Chamber one of those
officials who, I am sure, is well acquainted
with all the 1nmifieations of a hank inspec-
tor’s duties, and I trust his voice will be
raised on behalf of those inspectors and the
poor salaries they receive. I hope the re-
port of {he survey party on the land north
of the rabhit-preof rence will soon he made
availahle to the Government. In that dis-
trict are hundreds of thousands of aeres of
tirst-class land.  Recently I aceompanied
a member of the Migration and Develop-
ment Commission, Mr. Gunn, and other par-
ties through the area lying between No.
rabbit-proof fence and the Murchison River
at the Yalalong homestead, and down to the
once important lead-mining distriet of Gal-
ena. I should say that that area roughly
100 miles by 80 miles eontains bundreds of
thousands of ncres of first-class land suit-
able for wheat prowing, and that it should
be opened up at a very early date. Rail-
way communication is necessary. When the
report of the survey party is available, i
hope the Railway Adviory Board will he
asked to report on the construction of a line,
becanse there is no doubt ihat the land is
suitable and the only way it can be brought
nnder suceessful setflement iz by serving it
with a railway.

MR. DONEY { Williams-Narrogin)
[6.8]: It is very encouraging indeed for a
new member to be greeted with a hearty
handelap such as I have just received. |
was not aware that it was part of the usage
of the House, and T certainly fecl cheered
by it. My contribution fto the debate will
be very brief. T am told that brevity be-
comes a member situated as I find myself.
T am told, too, that I may deal with any
aspect of land settlement upon which I care
to touch. There is one matter, and one only,
to which T wish to refer. According to in-
formation passed to me to-day, it seems that
recent happenings at Lake Varley and Lake
Biddy, which T understand constitute one
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section of the 3,000 farms scheme, are ex-
tremely unsatisfactory in that a large num-
her of selectors have been walking ofi their
holdings, and quite 2 number more conten-
plate walking off a: sooit as they are sulli.
ciently finaneial to do so. It has been put
to me that when the Agricultural Bank in-
spector for the distriet visited those farmsz
recently, his idea of first-class land did no!
tally or anything like tally with that of th-
survevors.  He found, too, that there was 2
good deal of extremely salty land, and it was
surprising to him that the surveyors had
passed it. In addition, the amount of first-
¢lass land is sueh that the Agricultural
Bank will certainly not advance against it.
The inspector in question is personally
known to me, and T am surs that he know:
what he is talking about and that the seleec-
tors who have walked off their holdings wera
well advised to do so. There is no doubt
that isolation, the uncertaintv of water sup-
plics and the uncerfainty of railway faeili-
ties econstitute the drawbazks customarily
met with in newlv-settled areas, but no man
ean suecessfullv fight against the handiean
of bad land and very few can battle throneh
on land against which the Agrienltural Bank
is unlikely to make advances. The position
angpests the guestion whether some sur-
veyors possess the knowledge effectively to
carry out land reclassification work. F¥rom
the standpoint of the Government there i3
a resultant heavy loss of time, money and
public confidenee. The obvious remedy ta
he adupted in future is certainly concerted
action in the early stages of land settlement
hetween the Agricnltural Bank and thz
Lands Department.  For some strange
reason—I do nol quite kaew why—-there
has always been a stupid independence of
action and outlook by the iwo departments
named. It has been a surprise to me that
such independence should he tolerated hv
responsible Ministers for so long. Anyhow,
the time has arrived when (he Minister for
Lands should give special sttention to the
matter. T am wondering whether the pecu-
liar circumstances of the case T have quoted
do not call for some speeiaily lenient treat-
ment of the settlers eoncernedd. What action:
will be taken hv the Government, I do not
know. Possibly the setilers who have had
to leave their holdings wiill he more toler-
antly treated when the next bateh of bhloek-
is thrown oren for selection. I feel erateful
to the member for Greenough (Mr. Ken-
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nedy) for his very cordinl reference to the
Agricultural Bank inspectors,  His senti-
ments on the matter hava my uostinted
blessing, I do not think 1 reed atlempt to
add in any way to what he has said. He
made out a good ease and, if I atterrpted
to amplify it, it may appewr as if [ were
asking for something for mny own family.
[ mn plea ed at the cordis! reception ac-
corded me, and the aitentive beaving I have
roceivod.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [6.14]: 1 desire
brietly to speak ubout the orehard country
in the hills, There is a difficulty regarding
that land because much of the land avail-
able is in blocks far too large for the pur-
pose—unnecessarily large for n man to cul-
tivate nnd to make a living from. There is
some very fine land out fromm Pickering
Brook and Carilla, and adjacent to Bar-
ton’s Mill. I should like the Government
to consider the question of entting up por-
tion of thai land into areas that would be
more convenient and therefore more prac-
ticable from the standpoint of working.

Sitving suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Progress veporied, and leave given io
sit again at a later stage of the sitting.

BILL—RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE.
Council’s Irurther Message.

Message reccived from the Council notify-
ing that it had agreed to the Assembly’s re-
quest for a conference, and had appointed
Hon. I, J. Holmes, Hon. E. H. Harris, anl
Hon. W. H. Kitson as managers, the resi-
dent's room as the place, and 7.30 p.w. as
the time.

Sitting suspended from 7.34 to 8.10 p.w.

Conference Manugers’ Report.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
have to report that the managers met the
managers for the Legislative Council, and
that an agreement has been arrived at, As
iezards Clause 2, the conference recom-
mends that after the word ‘‘construction”
in line 11, the words “or maintenanec” be
inserted, and that the words “provided that
the material in the railway mentioned in the
second paragraph of the Schedule may if
necessary be otherwise disposed of" be
added. That gives ns the right to dispose
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of the material in the White Hope line, if
found necessary.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You can do 25
you like by a roundabout way.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
The Counecil still insists that the material
in the Kanowna line must be used for con-
struetion or maintenance of railways.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Under the
Loan Estimates the Government can buy
a couple of hundred miles of rails and do
as they like with them.

The MINISTER ¥FOR RAILIWAYS:
That is right. A further recommendation
is the insertion of a subeclause ag follows :—

The cost of the railway in the second paru-
graph of the Schedule as charged to the Gov-
ernment railways capital aceount may he
omitted from the accounts prepared under
Part 4 of the Government Railways Act, 1004,
That means that the Council does not in-
sist upon the cest of the White Hope line
remaining part of the railways eapital ac-
count. I have already informed the Housz
that this line was purchased from the Gold-
fields Firewood Company for the purpose
of keeping open the White Hope mine. The
purchase should never have been debited to
the railways capital aceount, in my opinion,
because it was purelv a purchase for the
purpose of keeping n mine open. Un-
fortunately the mine did not turn out sne-
cessful. Had the Bill remained as it epme
from the Legislative Council, the Railway
Department would for all time have heen
saddled with an interest payment of about
£1,000 annunally in respect of the line. T
move—s T

That the report be adopted,

Question put and passed and a message
accordingly transmitted to the Council.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Water Boards Act Amendment,
With amendments.
2, Land Tax and Income Tax.
Without amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-29,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting; Mr. Lutey in the Chair.

Mr. SAMPSON: Prior to the tea adjourn-
ment 1T was dealing with the land available
in distriets snitable for fruit and vegetable
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production, and 1 referred particularly to
Pickering Brook and Carilla. Adjacent to
those areas is Piesse’s Brook soldier settle-
ment. In that area may be seen the finest
exposition of soldier settlement to be found
in any part of the State. Citrus fruits grown
there are remarkably fine. In the same
locality south from Pickering Brook and in
the Illawarra and Karragullen distriets,
there are some of the finest apple orchards
in the State. Difficulty has been experienced
in conncetion with citrus production owing
to the presence of blue mould that makes its
appearanece in fruit shipped abroad. There
are remedies for this, and these include
Brodex and bi-carbonate of soda. In my
opinion it wonld be better if land were made
availzble in smaller blocks so that the pro-
duetion of apples and oranges, our most
popular fruits for export purposes, might
be encouraged. We arve in a particularly
favourable position in this State because,
contrary to the experience in many parts of
Canada and throughout California, irriga-
tion is unnecessary here. Great assistance
would be rendered to the growers if finan-
cinl assistance were available to them
through the Agrienltural Bank. Unfortu-
nately. dairymen, orchardists and others
are not alble to secure assistance
in that divection. 1 hope the Minister in
charge of the Estimates will give serious
consideration to the requirements of the
growers in that respect. Undoubtedly the
assistance that the Agrienltural Bank could
render would be muech appreciated and
wonld materially help to secure greater
production.

ME. THOMSON (Katanning) [819]:
We all regret that the Minister for Lands,
who is in charge of the Estimates, is unable
to be present with us to deal with the vote
now before us. We exceedingly regret that
the strain he has been under in conneetion
with the administration of group settlement
matters has undermined his health. e
shall be pleased to see the Minister baelk in
kis place, again oceupying the position that
he has filled with credit to himself since he
took over the Lands portfolio. I have read
the report of the Surveyor General, and I
found it exceedingly interesting. It is grati-
fying te Country Party members to know
that some time ago we forecasted the poliey,
offect to which is now heing given by the
Government. May I briefly allude to some
of the points that we put before the prople
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at the last election? We urged the adoption
of a comprehensive ~cheme of railway con-
stiuction, approved of by the Railway Ad-
vizory Board in consultalion with the re-
presentafives of the Lands Department and
the Aunicultural Department; that a sor-
vevor experienced in water supplies shounld
he attached to that body and that provision
for dams= mul water suppies should repre-
sent part of the survevs to be nndertaken
in new area: @ that 1 was essential, particu-
larly in areas where water eonservition was
nevessary, that experts should determine the
sites available for dams and other types of
water supplies and that particalars regard-
ine those matters shonld be included on the
deparimential lithes, I am pleased to Le
able to say that the policy we put before
the people at the last election is now in
force. In the Surveyor General’s report we
find the following paragraph:—

In August last the Govermment appointed a
committee, congisting of the Engincer for
Water Supply, the Deputy Managing Trustee
of the Agriceltural Mank, the Director of
Agriculture, and myself as chairman, to report
upon areas for settlement, and to advise as
to water supplies, roads and railways in con-
nection  therewith, with eosts invelved under
cach healding, The eommitiee, after goiug care-
fully into the matter, recommended the de-
velopment of the area between Southern Cross
and the Salmon Gums railway and the couniry
east of Mollerin Lake, and as a result the
Development and Migration Commission lhave
taken the matter up. Under your instructions
T have accompanied members of the Commis-
sion on visits of inspeetion to this countrx,
amd have supplied them with ail the informa-
tion i the hands of the department.

It is eertainly gratifying to us to find that
our advoracy in that respeet has been put
into practice.  Dealing with the  railway
po'iey in its applieation fo land settlement,
I would like to point out that settlement 15
spreading cast of Pingrup and out towards
Lake Magenta, The setflers there consider
that sutveys should he made as a prelimin-
ary to the consiruction of 2 railway to their
arex. Those settlers are anxious to hear the
result of the commitiee’s report regarding
the possibility of railway construction there
in the near future. The sett'ers had hoped
that the Migration and Development Com-
mission would have heen asked {o report on
the question of linking up their area with
the port of Albany. The member for Al-
bany {Mr. A. Wansbrough) and I, together
with members of the Lemislative Council
from our provinee, had interviews with peo-
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ple interested and we despaiched a letter to
the Government asking them to consider a
request that the Migration and Deveiopment
Commission should be asked to report
this area southwards and upon the possi-
hility of utilising a harbour, that a large
number of settiers regard as the nearest to
them. Unfortunately we received a reply
from the Premier’s Oflice stating that the
mutter would be given consideration when
the aren was fo be examined, To iy mind
that answer was not altogether satizfactory
ad it seemed to ine to be sligntly evasive.
1t has been contended by the Engincer-in-
Chief, I think, that it might be advantageous
to consider the construetion of & few addi-
tional wiles of railway to a natural port
that could be developed with a minimun
of expenditure, instead of spending a huge
surn of money iu opening up some oiher
port. Tn mentioning that point 1 do not
intend to spesk in a derogatory fashion to
the injury of any other port. Throughont
the Great Southern we fecl we have not
received the consideration in connection with
the buge land settlement scheme, of whien
we hear go tmuch, that many of us think our
district wavrrants. We kuow the Migration
and Development Comuission have per-
formed useful services throughout the Com-
monwealth in investiganiing sehewes  that
have bheen advaneed in various States with
the object of takinz advaniage of the cheap
money available under ihe migration scheme,
money that can be obtained fur a period
of 10 years at an average eost of 114 per

cent. 1 am sorry that the Commission were
not in existenee wien Western Australia in
augurated ithe gronp  settlement  scheme.
Hud the Commission been in  existence
then, a eonsiderable sum  of money
might have been saved to the Stafe
and to the settlers. When the Group
Setilement Bill was discussed in  the
Legislative Couneil, the Chief Secretary

stated that, as a result of blocks having to
be abandoned, there was an estimated loss
of £802,000. I bope the Minister for Lands
will be able to give an assurance that the
abandoned blocks will be thrown open and
an opportunity given to others to take them
up. Those of us who know anything about
the land realise that it must either go
ahead or zo back. If land is abandoned,
the suckers come up in abundanee, Land
was cleared by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when be was Minister for Lands, with
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a view to finding employment for men who
were out of work. Between the time the
land was cleared and the period when it
was taken up by settlers, so I am inforined,
the clearing costs amounted to about £40
an acre, because the ‘karri seedlings had
grown up. Therefore, sinee we have
£892,000 of the Sinte’s money in properties
abandoned by the group settlement authori-
ties, it is desirable that we should throw open
those lands and give somebody else an op-
portunity to take them up, so that we max
minimise the loss that is bound to seerne
from the unfortunate position in which we
are placed. On the Estimates, under the
heading Group Settlement Board, I find
that £14,670 is being charged up to loan
capital, while only £5 is being charged up
to revenue. I hope the Minister has the in-
formation available, for T think we should
know whether this amount of money being
booked up to overhead charges is being
charged to the sebtlers, and whether the
settlers are expected to pay that money in
addition to the cost of their holdings. If
that is so, the sooner the board are able in
complete their work and have the settlers
established on their blocks, and the sooner
the valuation takes place, the beiter it will
be for the State ond for the seftlers them-
selves. I hope the Minister will be able to
supply us with some information regarding
that. I hope also that the Minister will give
us an assurance that if it be at all possible
—and I see no reason why it should not he
rossible—the Migration and Development
Commission, in conjunction with the exist-
ing committee consisting of the Engincer
for Water Supply, the Deputy Managing
Trustee of the Agriculinral Bank, the
Direetor of Agriculture and the Survevor
General, should be given an opportunity to
go over the Great Southern lands. We
heard from the member for Greenocugh (Mr.
Kennedy) to-day that he had the pleasure
of accompanying Mr. Gunn, the chairman
of the Migration and Development Cominis-
sion, through part of his distriet. I think
we are entitled to have the same oppor-
tunity in the southern part of the State.
‘We have down there a port that, during the
recent waterside trouble, the shipowners
were very pleased to use. It answered the
purpose very well, and the steamers were
able to discharge their eargoes there. If
we east back our minds to the days when
Fremantle harbonr was first sugeested, we
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shall recall that we were told it would not
in any way interfere with the development
of the port of Albany, and that therefore
that end of the State had nothing to fear.
I'n respeet of the big land settlement scheme,
quite a number of us feel that unless we
Taise our voices and draw the attention of
the Government to the position, we may
again saffer the fate that we suffered in the
past at that end of the State. Some mem-
bers may ask what the port of Albany has
to do with the memher for Katanning. Bat
I draw attention to the faet that Albany iz
the port for my distriet. Tt i~ exsential that
that port should be developed. By the
whole of the land settlement being carried
out in a direction whieh iz drawing away
from that port part of its natural trade, an
injury is being done to us in the distriet
of Katanning; because we shall not get
opportunity to seeure reasonable railway or
shipping freights.

Mr. Corhoy: Where is that trade you
mention being taken to? Do vou sugwest it
is beinz taken away from Albany?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has
been referring to the port ot Albany pretty
frequently, T shanld like him to be brief on
that question.

My, THOMSON: T am culy giving rea-
sons why T want the Survavor-General and
the members of the Migration and Develop-
ment Commission to have opportunity fo go
over the land in the sonthern portion of the
State, instead of having the whole of their
attention drawn to other aveas.  For in-
stanee, we find from this report that the most.
mmportant snrvey work outside the ordinary
selection surveys were the snbdivisional sur-
vevs in connection with the 3,000 farms
scheme, approved by the Government early
in the vear, and that a heginning was made
in the Lake King and East Kalgarin dis-
tricts. T congratulate the department om
having performed the work they have donn
in verv trying eonditions ont in those areas.
Also T want to emphasise the fact that T am
not opposing the opening up and developins
of that area. At the last election I said
from every platform from which I spoke
that it was our policy to open up and de-
velop that area, and even go further than :s
sngwested at present and pnzh out railways
nhead of seftlement. So € am now only
drawing aftention to a disabilitv from which
the southern portion of the State is suf-
fering.
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Mr. Corboy: You do nol suggest thai
Albany is the natural port for that country.

Mr. THOMSON: For jaile a consider-
able part of it, aml for a lot in the hon.
mewnber’s distrier as well.

Mr. Corlioy: No, none in my district,
Esperance isx the port for thal country.

Afr, THOMSOX : ‘The hon. member should
remember that there is a small place called
Magenta. There are 25 or 0 settlers there.

Mr. Corhoy: Not all in my district.

My, THOMSON: 1 know 2 little mors
about that than does the hon. memher,

Mr. Corboy: You are inclhuding Pingeup.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 am not. There are
more than 25 or 30 settlers thiere. The poin-
is this: The Engincer-in-Chiet in his report
disl zay that it might be well worth eonsid.
ering—in his opinion it was well worth con-
shillering—whether it might not he more pra-
fitable to lay an extra mile or two of rail-
way to be able to utilise and develop n
nataral port. In speaking as I am doing,
[ am not desirous of detracting from anv
other port.  IMewever, T hope the eountry
at that end of the State will have thai ex-
amination which the people down there eom.
sider it is entitled {o. That iz all we are
asking for. 8o far the Migration and De-
velopment Commission have heen able to
travel right through the gronp scttlements.
zo out to Moallerin and oat through the
Cireenough electorate. We have no ohjec-
tion to that, but we say that we should have
the same opportunity to show to the mem-
bers of the Migration and Development
Cemmission, and the Federal Government.
and the people generally that our part of
the State is equalty well worth developine.
Yow I want briefly to touch upon the Agri-
cultural Bank. We have heard a good deal
about the wonderful pasturz growth that i<
taking place in the South-West. I do not
for a moment wish to plaece uny diseredit on
those who have said that they are getting 2
wonderful growth of pasture down there.
But about 12 months ago the trustees of
the Agricultural Bank visited my distriet
and decided that for the development of
certain areas out west they wounld alter their
policy and make an advance to enghle pas-
tures to he latd down and top-dressed. The
settlers in those areas have elearly demon-
strated that the land which a few years ago
was not regarded as worth more than 1s. an
acre, on account of the poison, is capahle of
growing splendid pastures. To tle lates
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issur of a weekly paper I caw that in
certain area 13 miles south-west of Kojonup
1,6 aweres of land was svailable at Gs.

and  something  per  aecre, reducible *o
Is. per aere when the poison should
he eradicated. There is the value the

tipvernment even to-day place on the land
in that area. Yet it has been Jemonstrated,
s it has been also in the Sovth-West, tha$
by the planting of subterranean clover and
the application of superphosphate the
people theve ean produce excellent pastures.
Unfortunately the Agrieultural Bank, while
admitiing  that it was desirable to assist
those people to lay down pastures, agreed
only to give an advance for the first year.
I told the trnstees that in my opinion they
were heing penny wise and pound foolish.
I say it will pay the Government, if they
have in those areas seitlers who are not
in a position to purchase their superphos-
phate, to give them an advance so that they
may top-dress their pastures. Because it
is only by that means they will be able {o
inerease the earrving capacity of their land
and be in a position to pay their interest
and, in due eourse, repay thescapital boz-
rowed from the Agricultural Bank, The
Agricultural Bank advance should be for
at least two years. It is in the interests of
the scttlers in those districts, because a
large number of them are not blessed with
too much of this world’s goods. If the
(tovernment would make that money avail-
able for top-dressing, I am sure it would
very greatly increase the value of their
securities. 1 have nothing further to say
exeept to repeat I am sorry indeed the
Minister for Lands is not with us, and that
I trust it will not be long before he is back
in his place in the House.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [843]: I want
to say one or two things about the develop-
ment being carried out in the south-eastern
portion of the State. I am sure we all re-
gret very much the fact that the Minister
for Lands is not here to deal with his Es-
timates. In mentioning the development
that has been carried out, and what ia
being done for the 3,000 farms scheme, I
realise that all sorts of things will crop up
which subsequently we shall be able to say
ought to have been avoided. It is easy
to be wise after the event. Nevertheless,
there are some things that experience
should have taught us to aveid, but which
may possibly creep in again on this oe-
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casion. One of the first things the Gov-
ernment should do is to make an announce-
ment as to their railway policy for the
opening up of this country. 1 know they
are endeavonring to push on test surveys.

Mr. Thomson: It is a permanent survey
from Salmon Gums,

Mr. CORBOY: We are left in doubt as
to the vwitimate result and as to where the
lines will run. A proncuncement 1% desir-
able not only for new settlers but for the
old gettlers who have been left without
railway facilities. The Leader of the Coun-
try Party has referred to the Pingrup sef-
tlers. Farmers are in an even worse phight
at Kalgarin, where they are suffering mors
from lack of transport facilities than
any other settlers in the State. Some two
years ago in all good faith the Treasurer
authorised me to tell the people at Kal-
garin that a Bill would be put throngh in
a fortnight, and the line would be construc-
ted in about three months. Although abont
two years have elapsed, the line has not yet
been authorised.

Mr., Thomson:
election. -

Mr. CORBOY: That is not a fair inter-
jeetion, though it is typieal of the hon.
member.

Mr., Thomson: It was not 5 statement
made after an election,

Mr. CORBOY: It was not made for
electioneering purpeses. The Bill was due
te be brought down, but Mr. Stileman’s re-
port prevented ils presentation. The in-
sinuation of the hon. member is typical of
him,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. CORBOY: These pevple have car-
ried on under grave disabilities for several
years.

Mr. Latham:
years,

Mr. CORBOY: 1 think this year will
trive them their ffth harvest. For the first
two vears they carried out only develop-
mental work. During the last two or three
vears they have grown big erops, but have
had to cart the wheat 52 miles.

Mr. Thomson: That ts impossible.

Mr. CORBOY : They have only eontinued
to sced large areas in the bhelief that they
would soon have a railway. Tt is time the
Government came {o a decision on the mat-
ter. Railway facilitics for Kalgarin are
wrapped uwp in the whole question of
developmental railways for the sonth-eastern

That was before an

Tn some cases for eight
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portion of the State. We should know what
that scheme is. [t i desivable also for the
Pingrup settlers that they should know what
is going to be done,

Mr. A, Wanshrough: Pingrup and Salt
River are in the same position.

Mr. CORBOY: Experts should say where
the railwayvs  should run, What 1
want to see is that the experts are given an
opportunity Lo report, and if they have re-
ported that we should know their views as
quickly as possible. 1 congratulate the Gov-
ernment on their road policy in the area to
be occupied by the 3,000 farms scheme. We
hear a great deal ahont railways preceding
settlement. T am sure that any member
would, as Treasurer, take the view that rail-
ways prior to settlement were an impossi-
bility.

Mr. Thomson: I would not take that view.

Mr, CORBOY: The Government are de-
serving of commendation for doing the next
best thing, namely, providing fine roads for
every settler to enable him to reach his block
in this new country. I have traversed a con-
siderable portion of the distriet in the last
month and have seen many well-grubbed and
well-cleared roads wherever I went.

My, Thomson: You are lucky in your dis-
trict.

Mr. CORBOY: Most of that big scheme
will be earried out in my district. The Gov-
ernmnent have cleared roads 16 feet wide and
the settlers are thus able to reach their
blocks, Much, of course, remains to he
done. I regret I eannot commend the Water
Supply Department for the water facilities
they are providing. I feel strongly ahout
that.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member must
deal with the question of land scttlement,
The water supply question should have bheen
dealt with on that partieular vote.

AMr. CORBOY: All these questions are
involved in the migration agreement. Tor
some 12 months bhores have been put down
by the Water Supply Department in places
where it was quite obvious they would not
gel water.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: Thev have got it.

Mr. CORBOY: It has gone salt within
three days of striking it, as alwavs will he the
case in salmon gmn country. Now the win-
ter has passed, the department realise that
dams must be constructed. The opportunity
to provide water this summer has gone, and
the scttlers will experience a diffienlt time.
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I hope in the Forrestania area the same diffi-
culty will not srise, and that the department
will benefit by past experience in handling
the Lake King and other centres round
about. There is a lack of en-crdinalion in
the work done by the Lands Department and
the Agricultural Bank. In the case of one
area that was made available for selection
under the 3,000 farms scheme, and under
which blocks were taken up in the belief that
they were good blocks on the classification
of the Lands Department, directly the set-
tlers were visited by a bank inspector, in
response to their applieation for a loan, the
blocks were turned down. TIn that particular
distriet the settlers have walked off en masse.

Mr. Stubbs: Why?

Mr., CORBOY: The classification of the
bank officials was worse than that of the
Lands Department. The latter showed the
blocks to be good, but they were condemned
by the bank as being poor, second-class
blocks.

. Mr. Teesdale: Were they sold subject 1o
a bank loan?

Mr, CORBOY: No, When a settler tukes
up a block he applies for a lean and the
bank elassifies it.

Mr. Stubbs: The land is marked on the
plan before selection, showing that loans
will be advanced.

Mr. CORBOY : The Lands Department
classify for selling purposes and the bank
classify for advance purposes.

Hon. G. Taylor : Which is the belter
judge?

Mr. CORBOY : I am not prepared to say,
but I find thai the bank officials are pretty
reliable.

Hon. G. Taylor: They are doing business
from another standpoint.

Mr. CORBOY: These setilers have been
turned down and have left the distriet. The
member for Wagin knows the area I am
speaking of. Great hardships have been n-
flicted on those people. One settler was a
married man with five children, He had
spent his savings in equipping himself, but
pfter three weeks the inspeector came along
and refused to advance 1s. on the block.

AMr, Latham: The Government would com-
pensate such people.

Mr. CORBOY: The hon. member knows
how much chance they have of getling com-
pensation. The position is an acute one in
the district. Some effort should be made to
get a classificalion of the land that will
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satisfy both the Lands Department and the
bank prior to its being taken up, There
is grave lack of co-ordination and & shurp
difference «f upinion hetween the two de-
partments as to what constitutes good and
bad land, That position should be rectified.
The same standard should be set up, so that
the land is classiied by each department on
precisely the same basis.

Mr. Stubbs: Evidently some of the sur-
veyors do not know good land when they
see it.

Mr. CORBOY: Lither (hat or the work
was shoamed. 11 is impossible to say what
occurred.  Generally speaking the work is
well done. In most of the distriets I have
been to lately, the surveys of the Lands De-
pariment coineide exnctly with the classi-
fications of the Agrienltural Bank. In most
districts the surveyors have done fine work
in their oviginal classifications,

Mr. Latham: The trouble may be due to
the importation of New Zealand surveyors
who do not understand our tand.

Mr, CORBOY: T do not know who made
these particular surveys.

A, Srubbs: Mis name should be known.

Mr. CORBOY: Other things are causing
dissatistaction. One is that the bank is
apparently short of officers eompetent to
take the field as bank imspectors. Because
of the development in new country, some
difficulty has arisen in other distriets which
have heen settled for some time. The bank
inspeetor from Wewdegate has hieen taken
away to supervise the opening up of For-
restania. Not a single credit authority has
been issued in the Newdegate territory for
six months, hecause no hank inspeetor has
visited the district in that time, The store-
keepers arce bheginning to get restless. They
are ~avrying on the settlers but arve getting
no money.

Alr. Stubhs: That is a serious state of
affairs.

Mr. CORBOY: Both the storekeepers and
the settlers are in difliculties. The officer
at Newdezale was an e¢Xeellent man and was
sent away to take charge of the work of
Vorrestania, and no one has yet replaced
him at Newdegate. 1 hope efforts will be
made by the Government to provide the
bhank with necessary funds to enable them
to help those settlers over their diffieulties
instend of eompelling them to wait for six
months before they ean get any assistance,
There were several other matters that I in-
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tended to touch upon, but I will briefly
mention one only. I sincerely hope that the
trouble that oceurred at Newdegate will not
recur in conncction with the new settle-
ment. T understand it is intended fo have
a ¢certain amount of clearing done on bloeks
before the settlers are put on them. The
diffieulty atises that when men are employed
to do the chopping and not having to do the
burning afterwards, the job is never satis.
faetorily earried out. We had a Dbitter
experience at Newdegate where on some
land that was chopped seven years ago the
stumps are still remaining, The settlers on
those areas had to go on Lo new country and
get that into produection, and in some cases
they are only now clearing the arveas of
stumps that were permitted to remain.
Those settlers have had to pay interest on
the cost of the chopping right from the very
start, some six or seven years ago. In some
cases there was a writing off, but in those
instances the land was of no use to the men
who took it up. I hope a similar experiment
will not be tried by the present adminis-
tration in connection with the development
of that country south-east and south of
Southern Cross. 'The sctiler has to earry
the baby and pay for whatever work 13 done
on the block and consequently he shonld he
the one to personally supervise the work
that is being carried out for him,

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [94]: I have
spoken so often on the subject of land
seftlement that T am afraid my remarks
will he regarded as somewhat stale. Still,
the few words that I propose to say will
stand repeating. We should congratulate
oursclves on having such an enormous terri-
tory eapable of produeing wheat. I believe
that wheat is now heing grown on the Mur-
chison, gsome 60 miles north of Northamp-
ton, and I have been told that the vields
have been even as much as six baes to vhe
acre. 1f that is the case, we can hoast aboot
having an enormous area of wheat-growinyx
Jand extending over a distance of 700 miles
from the Murchison in the north to Fsper-
ance in the south. We can form an idea of
the zreat area we are likely to have under
cultivation in the vears to come. The
greater part of the 3,000 farms scheme will
extend from Katanning to Esperance, and
leoking at the position of Forrestania on
the map, we find that settlement there will
extend from Southern Cross in the direction
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ol the K.perance railway line and alse to
Ravensthorpe. At the lasi-named place
wheat has been grown for some 15 or 20
years without the aid of superphosphate.
L have been told that in that distriet as
mueh as two and three tons of hay has
Leen cut to the acre without the ground hav-
ing been fertilised. 1f that is the case, all
we vequire is railway facilities to open np
that territory, and 1 have not the slightes:
doubt that the wheat output from that par:
of the State alone will be enormous. With
reference to the settlement at Kalgarin, [
have during my five years in this Hounse ad-
vocated strenuously the construction of a
railway to that distriet, but I regret to say
that nothing has yet been done. The set-
tlers there are still between 45 and 50 miles
fromn ‘o railway, but they are living in
hopes that a line will bhe built. We are
well aware that great changes have taken
place in recent years, and that our survey-
ors have disecovered an enormous territery
of land capable of growing wheat in the
PForrestunia loecality extending to the coast,
and that consequently it might have been a
wise move to hold back from construction
some of the promised railways. The Gov-
ernment are in a position to know wlere
the greater settlement is taking place, but
at the same time the locality such as the
one to which I have referred must not be
forgotten. I have every faith in the Gov-
ernment, and [ believe that bhefore long
they will introduce a Bill to give the people
in the Kalgarin area the facilities they so
urgently require.  The member for Yilgara
{Mr. Corbox) ean hear ont what [ say in
respect of the hawdships that arve being ex-
perienced by the people there, solely throngh
the absenrve of railway facilities.

Mr. Corboy: The Treasurer would get s
very warm weleome if he went there,

Mr. BROWNXN: T wish we rould get him
to have a look at the distriet. If he went
there, lie would not hesitate five minute<
ahout the need for the railway., However,
T am living in bopes that the line will hin
constructed before long. T am not going te
say now where the railway should start; T
will leave that to the Government to deter-
mine with the aid of their officers. Tha
farmers in that district are growing wheat.
and last year they got a return of six and
soven hags to the aere, but it costs them
10d. a hushel to get their wheat moved to
the nearest railwav siding. I shounld like 0
ask anyone experienced in farming what
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ehance a man has of making agriculture
pay when it costs him 10d. a bushel to get
his wheat to a siding. By the time he pays
the expenses eonnected with machinery and
bags, etc.,, he has nothing left for himself,
I have sufficient faith in the Government
to believe that they will not hold up the eou-
struetion of this line any longer, but that
they will introduce the Bill as soon as pos-
sible. Speaking of rainfall, from observa-
tion in the Northampton district, the Mur-
chison district, and also in my own cler-
torate, 1 am satisfied that with a meagre
rainfall we can grow splendid erops. By a
meagre rainfall I mean seven, eight or nine
inches. In some localities during the pre-
sent season I do not think we have had as
muech as that, and yet the yield in a number
of instanees will be 20 boshels to the acre.

Mr. Withers: The light rainfall is all
right provided that it comes along at the
proper time.

AMr. BROWN: T do not know that duving
this season it fell at the right time
where the yields have been good. The fact
remains that there liave been some excelleni
erops in the dry areas. I should like to say
& word or two about the light lands. Where-
ever we go in the State we find the land
patehy. There may be an enormous area of
forest country, covered with salmon gum,
gimlet or morre!, and then we may strike a
congiderable area of light land. In many
instanees we find that that land is just carry-
ing scrub, and yct this is the class of land
from which julging by all acconnts, we will
wet some of our hesl crops this year. I re-
gret that the trustees of the Agricultnral
Bank will not acknowledge that the light
lands are suilable for cultivation or that ir
their opinion it is not desirable that they
should advanee morey on these lands.

Mr. Stubhs: They are doing it now.

Mr. BROWN: They were not advancing
money in the past. The outhack farmere
alwavs give the new chum this advice:
f“Never mmt vour ergs in the one hasket™’
and by that they iean that the whaole of the
heavy land shoald not be enltivated at the
same time, but that there should he a per-
centage of Jight land under rrop. The wis-
dom of following that advice has been evi-
dent this year. I should like to sav a word or
two also about the enormous area of land
hetwenn Renakton and Armadala Snma
rich fertile valleys are to be seen there; val-
leys sumitable for intense eultivation, the
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growing of fodders and fruit. 1f a railway
were huilt from Brookion to Armadale—I
notice some of my friends opposite laugh-
ing—an encvrmons arca ol thal country
wuuld be brought under cultivation and it
would all be within close proximity to the hig-
gest market, that of the metropolitan area.
It seems almost a shame to perniit that coun-
try to remain idle, especially when a com-
paratively short distance of line will enable
it to he brought under cultivation promptly.
I am sorry the Minister for I.ands is mnot
here because a little while back he made n
trip through this particular area. 1f he
were here he wonkl hear out what 1 am sav-
ing, that there are thonsands of acres await-
ing cultivation. This line alse has been pro-
mised for about seven or eight years.

The CHATRMAN; I remind the hon.
membher that this is not a discussion on rail-
ways.

AMr BROWN: Very well; I shall leave
the railways alone, but at the same time
it almost impossible to refer to land sctlle-
ment without speaking about railway faeili-
ties.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not continue to refer to raiiway eont
struction under 1liese Estimates. I have
allowed him considerable latitude and he must
confine his remarks tn the Estimates under
diseussion.

Mr. BROWN: We should give every en-
conragement for tle settlement of our land.
At the present time we find that people are
coming from the Yastern States and are
paying greal attention to our agrienitural
arcas. Every train that arrives brings peo-
ple who are making inquiries, and in settled
distriets, we find that farms are changing
hands. This is very satisfactory when we
remember that only a few years ago it was
almost impossible to find a purchaser for
mmproved property. Go into any settled
aistriet and one Cnds that farina are being
acquired hy people from the Xastern States.
All this speaks well for Western Australia
and especially is it satisfactory when we find
that the purchasers are people possessed of
menns,

Mr. Teesdale: And what becomes ot
thnce whn sell out? Do they retire?

Mr. Withera: Thev go East.

Mr. BROWN: After they have sold out
thev aranire other areas and start afresh.

My, Teesdale: God help them: one start
T shonld think would be enoungh.
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Mr. BROWN: I am surprised to hear the
bon. member talking like that.

Mz, Thomson: They start out with a few
thousand pounds.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, they do not start out
again without eapital; they are starting with
capital and they are going to make good.
The people who are selling their farms are
not leaving the State. They have made their
homes in Western Australia and they have
suflicient faith in the State to know there
are other distriets whieh when developed will
rive them equally good results. All that is
wanied is development and we are getting
it. 1 do not know how it is intended {o allot
tha 3,500 farme, bur [ understund that a
certain number of them will be reserved for
migrants. If that is so, they will require
some spoon-feeding, but under the migration
agreement provision is made for that. We
are getting 10 millions of money at a cheap
rate of interest for the development of the
3,500 farms. T hope a certain number of
those farins will be made available for Aus-
tralian -bovs, and particalarly for Western
Austratian boys. When a dozen Bocks are
thrown open for selection there are hundreds
of applicants, and T regret to say that some
of our young fellows have been ballotted out
every time.

Mr. Teesdale: Of the last 300 bloecks 70
per cent. went to Aunstralians,

Mr. BROWN: T am pleased to hear that,
but the fact remains that hundreds of our
own boys are nnable to get land. Only two
or three years ayo, from a loeulity with
which [ am aequainted—I suppose it is typi-
cal of other lnealities—several hoys had to
leave the State hecanse it was impossible to
gef land here. Of eourse there was plenty
of land, but under the system of survey be-
fore selection, they had to wait until so
many blocks were surveyed. When the de-
partent threw open only ten or a dozen
blocks at a time, there were 200 applicants
for them. Young unmarried men who had
to depend upon their parents for help were
balloted out and the blocks were given to
ather people. We have snch an enormous
extent of territory stretching from the Mur-
chison praetically all the way to Esperance
that there should be land for everyone. I
believe it is the poliey of the department
now to throw open, not three or four blocks,
but 200 or 300 blocks at a time.

Mr. Teesdale: 1f you are short at all we
can always give yvou a bit in the North-West.
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Mr. BROWN: [ do not want to go to the
Novth-West. If the robust hon. member who
inferjected is a fair specimen of the North-
West type, T prefer to vemain down here.
Western Australia possesses as line a climate
ag may be found in any part of the world,
amd that applies more particularly to the
Esperance distriet. Though it may be hot
and dry in the day tine, the Albany “doe-
tor” springs up every night and cools the
atmosphere. In that district good erops can
be grown on very little rainfall, provided it
comes durving the growing period. I shall
always support any vote that will make for
the betterment or development of the lands
of Wedtern Australin.

MR. LATHAM (York) [9.19]: I 'a$
sorry to say my experience of new setile-
ment is not so pleasing as that expressed by
the member for Yilgarn (3r. Corboy). I
wish particularly to point out to the Miu.
ister that it would be well worth while
wetting hold of some of the plans east of
that section of a line running between Kon-
dinin and Merredin. Ten or 12 blocks of
land have been surveved at a distance of 50
miles from a railway and without any coon-
necting voad snrvey, It is quite impossible
for peaple to go on to those holdings within
the limited time allowed by the law-——six
months—unles: faciiities are provided for
them to et there. Also I would dirvect at-
teniion to the ineonvenient :urveys made of

those blocks. No system at all has been
adopted; thev are all hizgledy-pizgledy,

and T never saw such diffica't lines to fol-
low as have been adopted in the <wveys.

Hon. G. Tavlor:
surveyed at night.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not know.

Mr. Tevsdale: Putting in cvertime?

Mr. LATHAM: It beeomes n serious
matter when people get such bloeks, spend
the few pounds they have saved, only to
find after they have purchased nwotor truck.
and got various necessaries logether to go
on the land that they have been set down iu
such inaceessible eountry. 1 hope same con-
necting surveys belween thy new areas and
the older arcas will he made. =0 that there
will be some provision for roads. T cannni
understand why the light land out there has
not been surveyed. I shoull think that this
vear would have satisfied most of the
officials of the Lands Depnriment and the
Agricultural Bank, who of ecourse werk

I suppose they weps
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band in band, that the less rainfall pre-
cipitated, the betier the yields from the light
country. Consequently, on the light soils
in the far eastern area better erops are oh-
tained thao from the heavier eceuntiv. OF
that 1 am fully convinced. Coming west-
ward towards the coast one tinds that the
longer the country is cropped the heavier
heeomes the vainfall and the lighter hecopun:
the  wheat  erop< on the  light eoun-
try.  One has only o trovel  throwsa
the districts where the yields are only aver.
age to find that the best erops this svason
are growing on the licht country. 1
convinced that the turther east one goes.
provided lie doez not go on to the cravel
country, the |lhetfer are the returns
from light country. 1 aw afraid we
have a wmumber of  surveyors in this
State from other parts of the world
—some of them came from New Zealand .-
who have been sent out to saurvey land and
who, whi'e they can do the survey work all
right, do not wnderstand the classification
of our soil.  This has led to a good deal of
trouble between the Agrieultural Bank and
the Lands Department on the question »f
vlassilication.

Mr. Tee:dale: Do you know how many
New Zealanders we have?

AMr. LATHAM: Sufficient for a noise s
be made about them when they were brougls:
over here,

Mr. Teesdale: [ was wondering whether
the Giovernment had hrought over a number
or only two or three.

Mr. LATRAM: 1 do not suppose there
are mare than 200 rurveyors out and per
haps seven or eicht would be New Zealand-
ers.  Anvhow, there are quite enough to do
damaee to the reputation of this State. TU
people come to Western An-tralia, take up
land out there, accept the classification ot
the Lands Department, and ike Agricaltura!
Bank officinls do not endorse the classifien-
{ion, it is not good for the State.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do the surveyors un-
aequainted with Western Australia classify
the land¥

Mr. LATHAM: Surveyors do the classi-
fieation.

Hon. G. Taylor:
surveyors?

Mr. LATHAM: T am not going to be led
into makine a statement of that kind.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not think any Gov-
ernment would be simple encugh to do that.

But those particalar
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Mr. LATHAM: When the surveyors ars
sent out into the country, I tuke it they have
to do the elassifying work. la the Sarveyov
General’s report 1 read the following pas-
sage:—

The four young surveyors cugaged in.Sew
Zealand st vear naturally foumd conditions
in this State somewhat different from th.osc
in the Dowinion, and it took some little time
for them to become fumilinr with the mcthods
of survey and organiaation in  force here.
They have given very satisfactory sorviee,

No doubt they could do the actual work
of surveving, but I know that our soils
and elimalie conditions differ so greatly
frome those of New Zealand that probably
the voung surveyors are not au fait with
aur methods of making the elassifieation.

My, Teesdate:  Would New Zealunders
over-estimate it rather than pnder-estims,te
it?

Mre. LATHAM: It is dilfeult to zny. New
Zealand has a great vaviety of soils. There
it is possible to grow very good pasture in
din. soil on a subsoil of pumice. If a4 New
Zealand surveyor eame here and saw good
surface soil, he might think the land was
suitable for wheat growing. Afier all, New
Zealand does not produce much wheat; it
produces little more than is required for
leeal eonsumption.

My, Panton: That is beeause it has nog
the extent of land to produce it. ‘

Mr. LATHAM: New Zealand farmers go
in for pasture more than for cereal grow-
ing; they give attention to the growing of
fat lambs and mutton.

Mr. Fanton: I saw a relerence to 3
bushels to the acre being taken off this year.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 am afraid {hat a good
many people, particularly outside this
Chamber, run away with the ides ghat the
Government have millions of money to spend
and can spend it anywhere.

M, Panten: Some inside this Chamber
seemn to think the same thing, ’

Mr. LATHAM: We are gelting money
under the migration agreement at a cheap
rate of interest for a comparatively shori
period, and we have to assume the respon-
sibility for the payment of the full inierest
charges after 10 years and also for the re-
payment of the principal. That is a serioun-
matter, and it is not to be expected that any
Treasurer—no matter what his politieal
faith—will throw it about injudiciounsly
without any care for future resulis.
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The Premier: We should not undertake
any work with cheap migration money that
we would not undertake with ordinary loan
funds.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so; just as much
care should be exercised in the expenditure
of the one as the other. I am atraid we
exclaim too frequently, “This is cheap
mongy.” That, however, shonld not induee
us to expend it without ensuring that we
get full value for it. In the 3,500 farms
schem¢ carveful selection ol the land is
necessary to ensure the suceess of the
scheme. It is of no use throwing open for
selection land 50 or GO miles from a rail-
way without there being some idea in th.
minds of the political heads of what is *o
be done to zive the people railway facilities.
Year after year we find the price of whea
going down, 'and wheat is going to he the
staple produect of those farms.

The Premier: Not going dvwn year by
year. Jt has been maintained for vears,

Mr. LATHAM: It was 6s. 8d. a bushel
in 1921, and this year it is down to 4s. 3d.
It has fallen lower and lower. T am not
snre that 2s. 4d. a bushel in pre-war days
was not on a par with 4s. 3d. to-day, taking
into consideration the cost of fertilisers,
machinery, ete.

Hon. G. Taylor: Oh, oh!

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member does
not know too much ahout the price of wheat
or the growing of wheat.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not know too much
about anything. You know all

Mr. LATHAM: I do know about the price
and the growing of wheat. Tt would do
the hon. member good if he went out and
aequired a little more knowledge of it. Any-
how, T am not gaing to allow the hon. mem-
her to correct my knowledge of wheat grow-
m*.

Mr. Withers: TLove one another,

Mr, LATHAM: 1 thank the hon. member,
hut he sometimes speaks out of his turn.

My, Mann: Only sometimes?

Mrv. LATHAM: Now and again.

" The Minister for Mines: There is noth-
inz on the Estimates about that, either.

Mr. LATHAM: Nor about the Minister's
interjection. 1 wish to say a few words
about Malta and the Maltese. I do not want
to deal with the land, but I want to make
a ecamparison. When I was there T noticed
that everv faot of land that could be used
for agricultural purposes was so used. The
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Maltese are a very fine type of settler and it
struck me that if we could get 1,000 of them
here, with finaneial backing available up to
£3,000 per head, and scttle them anywhere
between Perth and the Great Southern eonn-
{ryy they would produce snfficient butter i
counternet the shortage ol production in this
State.

Mr. Teesdale: You will be fired at in the
street if you say that.

Mr. LATHAM: The Maliese are Britisn
subjeets, and white people at that.

Mr. Wilson: The Maltese?

Me, LATHAM: Yes. 1 believe they
would be adwirable settlers. If we threw
open to them the land west of the Great
Southern line, I helieve they could show
us what it is possible to do with that land.
[ do not want those people to come here
and compele in the labour market, but [
would like them to eome hére and show
what they can do with our land that is to-
day lying idle and useless and will continue
so for a eonsiderable time, at any rate un-
til ot population is much greater than it
is to-dax. They could show us work on the
band such as is to be seen in their own
little island.  Malta is 11 miles long hy o
miles in width, with a population of 264,000.
Anyone who goes there will come awav con-
vineed that if it is feasible to help these
people to wot relief from their surplus
population we should do so. They live very
cheaply.

Mr. Panton:
Gireat Britain?

Mr, LATHAM: We have »
sponsibiliy in {hat direction.

My, Panton: Tet ns den) with them for
a start. Never mind about the Maltese,

Mr. LATHAM: T am not sure whether we
ean seftle these people. We have not made
a oreat sueeess of doine so up to the pres-
ent. T shounld like to see 100 Maltese put
into the country west of the Great Sonth-
ern. 1 believe they would make s suecess
and beeoine as gond dairymen as anyone
nlse. This would be a lit(le relief towards«
the British Empire to which we owe somse
responsibility.

What about the people of

ereat re-

Vote pmt and passed.

Totes. Agricultural Bank, Industries 13-
sistance Board. Soldiers’ Land Setilement,
£5: Group Rettlement, £i—agreed to.
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Vote—lmmigration, £6,065:

Member Suspended.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 wanted to bave some-
thing to say on gronp settlewent.

I'he CHAIRMAXN: We have passed tbat
vule. We are now dealing with immigra-
tion, and the items under that heading.

Mr. Teesdale: I have something to say
about immigration.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for
Katanning wish to speak upon any item
under the heading of immigration?

Mr, THOMSON: I want to ask for some
information about group settlement.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order.

Mr. THOMSON: T am speaking to a
point of order. L say 1 am not out of
order.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. mem-
her resume his seat? We have passed the
vote dealing with group settlement, and
cannot go back. I have now called the
vote ‘‘Tmmigration,” and the member for
Roebonrne has risen to speak to gn item
under that heading.

Mr. THOMSON: With all due respeer,
Mr. Chairman——

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
menther is out of order. [ shall bave to
take action against him unless he acts with-
in the Standing Orders. He must resume
his seat. T'he member for Roebourne has
the floor.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 rice to a point of
order.

The CHATRMAXN: There is no point of
order.

Mr. THOMSON: 1T am entitled to rise fo
a point of order.

The CHAIRMAXN : The hon. member wiil
resume his seat, The member for Roe-
bourne has the .floor.

AMr. THOMSOXN: I am rising to a point
of order. I wn entitled io do so.

Mr. Teesdsle: And I am standing here
ready to speak on the vote.

The CIIATRMAN: T must ask both hon.
members to resume their seats.

Mr. THOMSOXN: T amn entitled to rise to
a point of order.

The CHAIRMAXN: We have passed the
vote ander the heading of group setilement,
and are now dealing with immigration. Wa
eannot go back. .The member for Katan-
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ning is vot of order, and the member for
Roebonrne has the floor.

My, THOMSON: Am I not permiited to
ask a question, and to state my cased

The CLLAIRMAN: No. The hon. member
will resume his seat.

Mr. THOMSOXN :
seaf.

The CHAIRMAN: Then the hon. mem-
ber will have to leave the Chamber for the
vemacnder of the sitting.

Mre, THOMSON: T will not leave the
Crunbey.

The CHNTRMAXN: Then I must eall upon
the Seogesnt at Anos to do his duty and
romove the hon, wmember,

Mr. THOMSBON: Fhis is ridiculous; it i
absued.

The CITAIRMAN: Sergeant at Armg,
will you do your duly? If necessary, I shall
have to take other steps.

Alr. THOMSON: What?
ing an absolute faree.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr, THOMSON: There is no order at
all. It is vidiculous.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
leave the Chamber at once.

Mr, THOMSON: The Chairman is not
going to bully me. I am gelting tired of
it,

The CHAIRMAN: Sergeant at Arms,
will you get the constable to assist you to
remove the hon, member?

Mr. THOMSON: Get two or three con-
stables!

The CHAIRMAN: Order! _

Mr. THOMSON: 1t is absurd that an
hon. member of this Chamber should not be
given an opportunity to state his case. You
ought to be ashamed of vourself. It is
seandalous,

{ will not resume my

This is becom-

[The Sergeant at Avins approached the
menber for Katanning and escorted him ous
of the Chamber.]

Debate resumed.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Roe-
bourne has the floor.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am almost too shaky
te speak now. [ wish fe speak generally
on the vote.

The CHAIRMAN: The time for a genreral
discussion on the vole has passed. The
Committee are now dealing with items.
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Mr. TEESDALE: Very well, [ will deal  wigrants lo men whe will guaraniee 1o keep

with the items.
ftem, Ufficer in Charge, £360:

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 have recently Jooked
into immigration wmatters in London.  As
the result of this L maintain that we ought
to be looking after these things for our-
selves, Savoy House ought to be attending
to all immigration question for Western
Australia. Several difficulties have already
been solved Ly the Agent-General, Mr, Ang-
win. Hud everything been left to Austratia
House, we should have lost some desirable
migrants. The Easiern States oflicers with
their full stafts and improved facilities have
an advantage over Weslern Australia in the
selection of migrants, People with a little
capital are always sent off to one of the
other 'States. If we had our own organiva-
tion, we should get a fair share of these de-
sirable people. On one boat there were 500
or G600 migrants who knew practically noth-
ing abont this State. Perth was not men-
tioned ic them, only New South Wales
or Vietoria. They did not know Jand
was to be had =0 cheaply in this
State. \When some of them arrived
in New South Wales they were disap-
pointed at the reception they got, and when
lhey returned to Western Australin they
regretfed not having started here first.
There are not sufficient experienced em-
plovees in Australia House to deal with the
matter, It is desirable that men who are
imparting information should know their
subject. Not more than three officials in
Australia House know Australian condi-
tions. That is not fair to Western Awustra-
fia. They even refused to allow our Agent
General and a visiting member of Parlia-
ment to enter Australia House on one ocea-
sion when a number of girls were geing out
to Western Australia. I found that this
objection was raised because there had been
in the past too great a consumption of eake
and tea at the expense of the Commonwealth,
This arose through relatives desiring to see
the migrants off prior to their leaving for
Australia. Ample apologies were subse-
quently tendered for the disrespect shown
to the Agent General. I have not a word
to say against Colonel Manning, who is a
broad minded and eonseientious official. He
will see that Western Australia pets a fair
share of migrants who apply to him for
information. We ought to confine our

ot of the town, and to domestie sersants.
We had ewvuga of the artisan type of men.
It is not fair to add to that number by
others who, on their arrival, find that the
frades in which they are interested are fully
catered for. We should confine our atten-
tion to agricultural labourers, farming lads
and domestic servants. As regards nomin-
ated passcngers, it does not matter. They
are an acquisition, since their friends are
responsible Lor them for 18 months or two
years,

Mr. Mann: But the responsibility is not
carvied out.

. The Minister for Mines: Nominated pas-
sengers are brought straight off the hoat
into my office, for me to get them a job.

Mr. TEESDALE: So leng as they do not
join the unemployed and demand three
meals a day and a bed at night, it is all
right. 1t is satisfactory to learn from the
migration report that so considerable an
amount is repaid by migrants to whom
money has been advanced Against £388,000
of advances there are repayments of
£266,000, T hope members who east re-
flections on people from the Old Country
will bear those figures in mind. The same
report shows that for the last six years
Western Australia has received 3,500
migrants annually. The figure, if eorrect,
is not excessive. Mention was made this
evening of the cheap money. Too much
emphasis cammot be laid on the word
“eheap.” It is a question of what we are
payving to bring migrants out.

The CHAIRMAN: That is matter for
general diseussion.

Mr. TEESDALE: We are borrowing in
order to make advances to migrants. From
a country paying £15 2s. per head in taxa-
tion the monev comes to a couniry paying
only £11 17s. 2d. The money is especially
rheap having regard to its source. One
must now and then break a lance in hehalf
of the land that protects Australia every
time fthere is any tronble. Great inferest
was being taken at Home in the Dread-
nanght scheme for training boys. 1 saw
how the arrangemerit of 13 weeks’ emplov-
ment en a farm worked. Tn 13 weeks the
hoys are taught var‘ous branches of farm-
ing. We earnot pot boys through in that
neriod, They are taught pleughing, dairy-
ing and orchard work, When competent,
each boy is presented with £1 to purchase
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clothes and (o restore the kit he brought
with him. I do not regard that feature
as satisfactory. 'The boy's clothes are
knocked out in the 13 weeks, and then he
is turned looze with no elothes left and
ounly a pound to purchase another outfit.
Qur system of sending boys to agricultural
eolleges for 12 or 18 meonths is far preter-
able. In conclusion T emphasise the neces-
sitv for Western Australin attendinir fo its
own migration matters.

Mr. SAMPSON: When travelling across
the Atlantic I was greatly surprised to learn
that out of 800 emigrants on hoard, no fewer
than 700 were Southern Europeans proceed-
ing to Canada. It is regrettable that more
of the people in the O1d Country ido not de-
cide to eome to Anstralia or Canada to seltle
on the land. Iaving had the opportunity of
visiting Awustralia House, 1 am amazed to
learn that Mr. Teesdale and Mr. Angwin
were unnahble tu seenre admittance there,
Through the courtesy of Colonel Manning 1
had the opportunity of visiting the Brandon
school in Norfolk. where a nnmber of youths
between 16 and 19 years of ave were being
trained for migration to either Australia ov
Canada. Their term is 16 weeks, and they
are taught the rudiments of farming. Tt is
not snggested that in this period they learn
farming completely, but the time is sufli-
cient to enable the aunthorities to pick out
youths who are not adapted for Enem work,
Unquestionably what is done there isx of
great advantaze. Colonel Manning’s work
is of the highest value to Australia.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The time has arrived
when we shonld seriously consider the whole
question of migration. The officer in charge
of migration should use his best endeavonrs
to see that migranis are not brought here
at certain periods of the vear. He shonld
be a man with enough kmowledge of the
position in Western Australia to ensure that
unemploved in Great Britain are not simply
sent out to hecome unemploved in Western
Auvstralia. T know of a number who eame
ont and in a few weeks found themselves on
the nnemployed market. They were brought
out with the intention of settling them on
the land. The officer in charge of migra-
tion should have more cognisance of the
people who are nominated to come to West-
ern Australia. The nominations permitted
are simply a farce, in many cases. Not
lore ago there was an unemploved man in
Fremantle who had left a job as signalman
on the Northumberland railway to come here.
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He had been told by the migration agents
that once he landed in Australia everything
would be all right, that if he wanted a farm
be could get a farm, and that if he did not
want a farm he wonld not be here 21 hours
before he would get almost any job. The
same things were told him by a prominent
Western Australian, a (Government official,
by whomn he was eventnally nominated. As
soon as he set foot here, the Government
official wanted to shove him right off and
take no responsibility whatever. For many
weeks he was knocking about without food
for himself and bis wife and children except
what he got from the Fremantle Ugly Men.
Such a case eannot be defended. I know of
another case, a boilernaker from England
who came omt with two children, aged 12
and 13. He bad two sons here already, and
they nomipated him, On arrival here he
Cound his sons were among the unemployed.
The Government therefore had to assist him
and the two young ehildren. The Ugly Men,
who do good work among this class of
people, also came to his assistance.

Hon. G. Taylor: But the sons: were not
out of emplovment when they nominated
him ¢

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am not sure as to
that. I am sare, however, that men whose
nominations should noi be accepted are
allowed to noeminate migrants. Bill Smith
or Tom Jones has simply fo send a nomina-
tion form, and the nominee comes out.

Hon. G. Taylor: There used to be some
sort of supervision or secrutiny.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Apparently there is
nong Now.

Hon. G. Taxlor: Then blime vour Govern-
ment.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: I am preparcid to hlame
anyonc to whom the responsibility is sheeted
home, It is useless allowing people to
nominate migrants from the Old Cauntry
unless they are in a position to meet their
obligations and lock after the nominated
migrants for 12 months. Under existing
conditions we are simply transferring the
unemployed of Great Britain to Western
Australia to become unemployed here.

Mr. Sampson: They must be very exeep-
tional cases to which von refer.

Mr. SLEEMAX: They are not. If the
hon. member wants to get information re-
garding any more, he can get into tomch
with the seeretary of the Uelv Men's Asso-
ciation at Fremantle, and he will be fuor-
nished with particulars. The people T vefer
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to are nominated, but they are down and
out after a few weeks out here. Quite a
numther of men lhave been brought out who
should never have hecn allowed to come to
Australia. That is the fault of the system
under which migrants are selected in the
Qld Country. Men who are not physieally
fit have been allowed to come to Western
Australia,

Mr., Teesdale: But yvou have vour own
Australian doetors condueting examinations
now!

Mr, SLEEMAN: Well, thex ave allowing
men fo eome out who are not phyvsieally fit.

Mr. Teesdale: Onee you blamed the Fing-
lish doetors for that, but you lhave your own
ecountryinen condueting eXaminations now!

Mr. SLEEMAN: Well, the Australian
doctors will have to take the blame. Those
who are respeonsible for allowing some
wmigrants to come out should be severely
censured. The member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Rowe) has been dealing
with the case of a migrant and his family,
and the doctor who was concerned <hould
be dealt with. The man was totally unfit.
and he and his family are to be repatriated.

Mr. Sampson: You should give Full par-
ticulars about such a case.

Mr. SLEEMAX : The member for North
East Fremantle can do that, but the man
was passed by a doetor in the 0ld Country.

The Minister for Mines: We have had «
nomber of such cases.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Before Mr. Angwin left
the State for London, I met a man on one
of the gronp settlements.  He had heen
shattered as the resnlt of a big pun ex-
plosion, and he had to wear corsets to keep
himself together. That man was told that
he should go to Australia, and it would make
a different man of him. e was told that all
he would have to do would bhe to get a few
chickens and then, after some weeks, he
would he able to get a horse and cart and
drive about. All that was necessary for him
would be to keep a few chickens, and he
would be able to get on!

Mr. Sampson: Who told him that?

Mr. SLEFMAN: Someone who is re-
sponsible to the Migration Department told
him that.

Mr. Samupson: Then the Government
should take up the matter and remove that
officer.

Mr. SLEEMAN: There is another factor
that forces many of these people on to the
unemployment market, and that is the in.
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lux of Southern Kuropeans. It is time
the Government took aetion in thai regard.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The officer
in c¢harge has nothing to do with that
matter.

Mr. SLKEMAN: The officer in charge
might reecommend to the Government that
until the Commonwealth Government pre-
vent the Southern Europeans from coming
here, they should put a stop to migration.
I the Commonwealth Government do not
tnke action, then it is time the State Gov-
ermmnent stopped migration altogether until
the British Government bring to their senses
the people responsible for the influx,

Mr. Sampson: You are getting this in
under subterfuge.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T do not know what
the hon. wmembher is referring to when he
talks ahout a subterfuge! I do not know
whether he is referring to the faet that
when he was in Malta he urpged that the
Maltese should come out here in large
nuinbers.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: 1 would not have
participated in the discussion had it not
been for the vemarks of the member for
Fremantle. I'f there is any truth in the
statement he has made regarding the system
under which nominated migrants are eom-
ing to the State, it is time the Government
looked intn the matter. The member for
Fremantle said that some of the nnemployed
had been aceepted as nominators for people
in the Old Countrv. Tf that is so, there
is eveat laxity in the administration of
migration matters.

The Premier: Not neceszarily, hecause a
mnn who is unemploved in the Old Country
may make the best type of migrant.

Hon, G, TAYLOR: That is not the point
T am makingz. T refer to the statement by
the member for Fremantle that unemploved
people here are accepted as sponsors for
nominated migrants. The member for Fre-
mantle has vouched for the accuracy of
his statement, and said there were a num-
her of sneh eases. If that is so, the Pre-
mier should take the matter up. It is use-
lesz allowing that sort of thinz to o on.
Tf that has bheen the position. T am not
surprised that we have unemployed in such
Jarge numhers.

Mr. ROWE; The member for Fremantle
has referred to a case that T have been in-
terested in. When that man was cxamined
by a doctor at home, he was snffering
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slightly from tuberemlosis. e asked tie
doclor bow he thought he would get on 1
Australia. The doctor told him that if he
came lo Australia, he would be a different
man alfogether, and it wonld be the making
of him. I asked the snan if  the doctor
¢harged him anything, and he said “Yes, 1
gave him £3. T understind that the more
money a man has lo give the dector, the
easier it is Lor him to got to Australia” L
asked him how he had been since he had
arrived in Westerm Australin, and he ra-
plied, “I mn mnch worse now, and I must
get back to England the best way [ ean.”
As a result the Migration Department have
decided to repatriaic the man, bis wife and
two children,

Vote put and passed.

This conclunded the Estimates of Revenue
and Hxpenditure for the year.

Resolution reported.

BILL—RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE.
Council’'s Further Message.

Message recetved from the Council noti-
fying that it had agrecd to Lhe rceommen-
dations of the conference on the amendments
insisted upon by the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES— STATE
TRADING CONCERNS.

In Commillee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair.
Division—State Brickworks, £44824:

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I had hoped the Min-
ister would advise the committee as to the
position of the State Brickworks, as tu
whether the mavket has heen extended as
was suggested last year, and as to the out-
look in respect of trade.

The MINISTER FOR AGRTICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: The plant at the
State Brickworks has been incrensed during
the last two or three years by the construc-
tion of two additienal killns. During the
vear ended the 30th June last we manufae-
tured upwards of 15,000,000 bricks. Bricks
are in great demand, and the business man-
ager has advised me thai our surplus our-
put is booked up for 10 months abead. [t
is not the policy of the Government to in-
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crease the plant at the State Brickworks.
There is a great demand for increased pro-
duction. 1 think it advisable to make that
statement so that it will alford those who
are prepared to put capital into privately
controlled brickworks an opportunity to do
s0. The position is acute. As I have said,
the surgpdus production of the Sfate Briex-
works, that is to say, the production not
used by Government departments, has been
booked up for 10 moenths abead. The real
expianation for sueh a demand on the Stale
bricks is that they sre of a superior class,
and are sold at a lower price than that
charged Ly private wanufacturers,

The I'remier: In another place the other
night it was said that we were in the ring
aud were profitecring. We have always
sold our bricks Lelow the price charged by
private firms.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SCPPLIES: That is so. The
managment of the State Brickworks bas
never leen assoeciated with any of the priv-
ate companies. Quite recently representa-
tives of private concerns waited wupon
me to know the position. I told
him it was not ihe intention of the Gov-
ernment to increase the plant. It may
be of some interest to the Commitee
to know that during the last 12 months we
have purchased an additional shale deposit.
That was necessary because the shale de-
posit we are working at present may last
only another seven or 10 years, and the
purchase of this new shale deposit was de-
cided npon to meet the needs of the depart-
ments and also of the State Brickworks ia
the utilising of its plant when the deposit
we are now operating on cuts out. There-
fore we have enszured a deposit for future
use,

Mr. SAMPSON:
statement——

The Premier: You have already spoken
on the general discussion.

Mr. DAVY: On a previous occasion when
we were diseussing the State Brickworks
1 said, and I made it clear that 1 was
speaking on hearsay evidence, that any-
body who wanted to buy State bricks had
to buy them from a private firm that had
the sole monopoly of the distribution of
those bricks.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: You were quite wrong in that
statement.

I am glad ko hear the
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Mr. DAVY: I may Lave been, but when
1 made that statenent, the aceuracy of
which I did not vouch for, the Minister
did not deny it.

The Minister for Agricallural Water
Sapplies: Yes 1 did. Look up “Hansard”
and you will tind that 1 did deny it.

Mr. DAVY: Well, T want to go one
further. The statement 1 make now—it
was given to me on reliable anthority—
i= that if ene wants to bav State hricks
from that particular distribnter, one has
also to buy that gentleman’s lime. I should
like the Minister.fo give that a direct denial
if it iz unlrue, and to say whether that sys-
tem has ever existed, and il so has it now
ceased to exist?

The Minister for Agricultoral Water
Supplies: Who is the sole distributer?

Mr. DAVY: [ do not remember, but I
think I mentioned his name at the time it
was given to me.

The Minister for Agricultural Water

Supplies: No, you did not.
Mr. DAVY: Well, I ean easily find out
the name. Still I shall be glad if the Min-

ister will tell us definitely what system of
distrihating State brieks, retail or whole-
sale, is adopted, and whether the distribu-
ter has a rizht to impose a condition of
that sort. T have always been in the habit
of taking the Minister’s word, and I should
like him to make a statement on that point.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
SBupplies: The system adopted

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister is noi
in order in replying to'every question as
it is put. He ean reply to them all after-
wards.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I was surprised to
hear the Minister declare that the State
bricks are sold at a lower price than bricks
made by private firms.

The Minister for Agrienltural Water
Supplies: I cannot understand your sur-
prise, for during the last three years I
have made that statement every time the
Estimates have been under diseussion.

Hen. G, TAYLOR: We have repeatedly
heard the statement that the State trading
coneerns, ineluding the briekworks and the
sawmills, have an honourable understand-
ing with other firms.

The Premier: That has bsen one of the
lies continually circulated.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ion. G. TAYLOR: It is not charged up
against this Government alone. The state-
ment has been repeated during the last six
Or sevel years.

The Premier: In another place it was
repeated a few days ago. There is not a
shadow of truth in it, yet they will keep
on repeating it

Hon. . TAYLOR: It bas been freely
stated during the last six or seven years.
Lven to-day if one goes outside people tell
him of it. Whether they have any
authority to say it, I do not know.
1 have no rveason to doubt the Minister’s
statement and 1 am pleasad to know that
the Government are not in the ring either of
brickmakers or timber merchants.

Mr. BROWN: The estimated profit is
£1,676.

The Premier: Where did you get that?

Mr. BROWN: That is u very smail
amount and evidently the works are being
run 43 near to the margin az possible. We
cannot expect much more than that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: The mewmber for
West Perth asked for information about the
system of distributing the surplus produc-
tion of bricks. People are advised fo make
application and place their orders with the
business manager of the works, who make:
the distribution to the best advantage in the
inferests of the works and also of the appli-
eants. The whole trouble is that the demand
for brieks is greater than the works can sup-
ply, and there has been a eertain amount of
dissatisfaction inasmnech as people have bean
unable to secure the superior class of brick
they desire. We have very few agents. 1
do not know the person wndicated by the
member for West Perth, but it may be Mr.
Jenkinson, He is a contractor in a large
way, but he orders bricks for his own use
and is not an agent of the State Brickworks.
He is a straight-out buyer of bricks.

Mr. Davy: Has that always been the
case?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: Yes.

Ttem, Manager, £650:

Mr. SAMPSON: T think the shortage of
bricks——

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not discuss the shortage of vicks. The item

feals with salaries,
“lr. SAMPSON: If yom will allow me.
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The CHAIRMAN: I shall nut allow any
member to discuss anything that is out of
order.

Mr. SAMPSON: Cannot [ mention it
under the item of manager’s =alavy?

The CHAIRMAX : The hon. wember can-
not put that aeross me.

Division put and passed.

Liicision, State Ferries, E10225—agreed

fo.

diviston, State Hotels, £61,558:

Mr. BROWN: A surpluc of £12,612 i,
anticipated. 1 take it the hotels are payin:

very well, and I should like to know why
the tariff has been inereased. Meuls cost
now 3s., and yet one can go 28 miles beyonl
a certain State hotel and get meals at o
private hotel for 2s. 6d.

The Premier: Because our seccommoda-
tion is worth the money.

Mr. BROWXN: 1 have received equally
cond attention—Y shall not say better—for
considerably less money.

Mr. LAMBERT: The time has arrived
when a seavching inquiry chould bhe made
into the whole administraticn of the State
lotels, especially in view of the capital in-
volved and the return we are gettine. [
have long held the view that the running of
hotels does not come within a State’s ac-
tivities, and it would be far better if they
could be leased under reasonable conditions.

Hon. G. Taylor: What iz wrong with
selling them?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that we
need go so far as that, but I am averse to
keeping a separate departmeni to run State
hotels when I think we are losing thousands
of pounds by it. I do not kuow whether thr
Premier is satisfied with the revenue he i3
getting from the State hotels.

The Premier: 1 am not, not by a long
way. I could get three times the amount
by letting them.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then let them.

Mr. LAMBERT: I certainly think the
Premier would get three times as much,
and that they would be conducted as well
a5 at present, though they are managed ex-
cellently now. Still, it is not & ¢lass of busi-
ness that lends itself to Statz management.

The Premier: T am open to reccive offers.
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Mr. LAMBERT: Had State ownership
been persevered in, we migin have had a
lot of decent buildings and the increment
increasing vear by vear. Theu by leasing
then under decent conditions the depart-
ment would have been receiving £50,000 or
£100,000 a year. Further, if at any time,
prohibition were earried, instead of the
people being asked to pay compensation for
the closed hotels, the hotels would have been
closed automaticslly. I hope some move will
be made to inquire into the administration
of State hotels to ascertain whether we are
getting the revenue that we should have from
them.

Mr. Davy: You do not need an inguiry
to aseertain that.

Mr, Clydesdale:
calling for tenders?

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, to-morrow. The
best way would be to call tenders under
striet conditions as to their conduct, the
irighest tender to be aecepted. We wonld
then got another £13,000 or £20,000 a year.
I mentioned the matter three or four years
ago but these things continue year after year.
We discuss them as if we were dwnmies,
Apparently no notice is taken of our re-
marks, and it semws futile to make sugges-
tions good, bad or indifferent. After 12 or
14 years of Parliamentary life one becomes
so tired of making suggestions that he feels
it hurdly worth the exertion to rise in his
place to speak on the Estimates or any
other matter.

Mr, SAMPSON: The hon. member voiced
an opinion that is widespread. The State
hotels are certainly well conducted, but
the conduct of hotels by the State is neither
dignifted nor profitable. Perhaps the day iz
not far distant when the odium that attaches
to the Government for carrying on trade in
opposition to others may end.

The Premier: Do you think the Renmark
gystem in South Aunstralia is a good ome?
The local authority controls the hotel, and
all the profits go towards hospital mainten-
ance.

Mr, SAMPSON: Wonderful results have
been achieved there. Great improvements
has been shown in the conduct of hotels
generally during the past six years. 1 hope
the remarks of the member for Coolzardie
will bear fruit.

Division put and passed.

Would yon advocate
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Division—State Implement Works, £162.-
312:

Mr. SLEEMAN: This Vote shows a dn-
ficiency of £3271. 1t is not u large sum,
and it should readily be wiped off and the
works made profitable. While we are spend-
ing money in assisting people on the jand,
we should also sec that sonie effort is made
to build up owr secondary industries. It
wonld be quite in order il the department
assisting settlers demanded that those set.
tlers should purchase the implements made
at the Government works. Unfortunately,
too many people are deerying our foceal in-
dustries and the products that are made by
them. We can make implements just as
good as any other part of the world can
make them. Sonie members are forever
running down the State implements,

Mr. Davy: Do you want o law to compel
us to use the produets of the State Tmple-
ment Works?

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, but if we assist the
man on the land we should insist that he
in turn shall buy his machinery requirements
from the State undertaking.

Mr. Corboy: Our own State farms do not
buy them.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I doubt whether that
is trume, but if it is so it i5 a poor policy
on the part of the departments concerned.

Hon. G. Taylor : Do you not think we
have given them a fair trial?

Mr. SLEEMAN: All that the hon. mem-
ber has done is to ery stinking fish. Some
members opposite have always tried to close
down these works. They are a big asset to
the country, No one has ever complained
about the ploughs made there. Even mem-
bers opposite agree that it is a good article.
If we conld only insist on assisted settlers
taking State plonghs, the works wounld soon
be employing thousands of hands and re-
turning a profit. Tn years to come the works
would also be able to turn out other imple-
ments which would prove more popular than
those now being manufactured. The plough
will help to popuiarise the works.

Mr. Davy: We had better start a jam
factory on the same basis,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Perhaps the hon. mem-
ber would say we should not have any State
railways.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hen.
member must keep to the vote under discus-
sion.
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Mr. SLEEMAN:; While members say the
State should not run any trading concerns
ur publie utilities, they are doiug their best
to nationalise the Midland railway.

Mr. Davy: T have made no effort in that
dlivection.

Mr. SLEEMAN : 1T
membhers talk about it.

The CHAIRMAN :
member must eonfine his
State lmplement Works.

AMr. SLEEMAN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, if
vou will stop all these interjections.

The CHAYRMAN: The hon. member must
not rellect upon the Chair,

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 hope that something
will be done to put the works on the footing
they should have oceupied vears ago.

Mr. LATHAM: T hope the Government
will take stock of their implement works.
It is time they were prevented from manu-
facturing machinery. I do not think seven
harvesters have been sent out from the works
this year, [If the establishment were used
mainly for engineering works, probably it
would not show a deficit al the end of each
vear. The works cannot make satisfaciory
torming implements. I do not like the views
expressed by the member for Fremantle
when he suggests that assisted settlers should
be compelled to buy machinery made there.
There would be no need for any compulsion
if the works turned out & good article.

Mr. Sleeman: There would be no need for
eompulsion if members did vot ery stinking
fish.

Alr. LATHAM: 1 believe the State plough
is a good one. If the machinery was used
solely for the purpose of manufacturing
ploughs, I would not oppose the continua-
tion of the works. I object to the manufac-
ture of articles which do not give any satis-
faction, and only lead to the creation of a
deficit at the end of the year.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member for Fre-
mantle accused me of being anxious to dis-
pose of all State trading eoncerns. I was a
member of the Government which started the
implement works, We thought we were
doing a great thing for Western Australia
and that we would be able to produce mach-
inery that would enhanee the prosperity of
the agricultural industry. What do we find
after 16 or 17 years' expericnee? That we
are losing money year after year, and that
we are not able to put on the market imple-
ments that fill the bill.

Mr. Sleeman: Whe said that?

have heard many

The hon,
the

Order :

remarks to
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Hon. . TAYLOR: It has been stated re-
peatedly by farming representatives in this
Chainher.  There have been no cowmnplaints
about the ploughs, bhut not too many of
them are used. 'To-npight we hear the plen,
“Give tlie Btate Implement Works a chance.”
Aoy man who remains ignorant in spite of
experiente is hopeless, Tt is all very weli
for the member for remantle to boost up
works which ave closely associated with his
eleetorate, but let us be fair to the Stato
as a whole. We are not doing the proper
thing by incurring linbilities year after year
without getting nny further forward., Tf
I could see a glimmner of light as to the
works jJustifying thomselves, I would not
say & word against them. However, it is
up to the Government to consider whether
the works should not be disposed of in the
interests of the State. Private neople very
tikelv wonld make them pay. Private im-
plement works eompeting with our State
works are paying. Our works ecannot go
bankrupt for the simple reason that thev
are backed by the State. Otherwise they
wonld have bern hroke lone aco.

Mr. MARSHALL: I would not have risen
hut for the discussion which has taken place.
Lot me point out that there would have heen
po occasion for the discussion but for a
striet inquiry made inte the operation of
agricultural implement works many vears
azo. The Government of the day, in decid-
ing to create State implement works, acted
as the result of exhaustive inquiry by =»
seleet committee, Tt is on record that a
promiuent citizen of this State, then an im-
porter of foreign agricultural implements,
said it was itmpossible for private enterprise
te manufacture similar implements here be-
cause the dumping system would immedi-
ately be resorted to, and it would need no
end of money to stand up against such tae-
tics, We know that even recently endeav-
ours to establish industries in this State
bave failed owing to dumping tactics,
adopted chiefly by manufacturers in the
Eastern States, Competing goods were
dumped here at less than cost.

Mr. Davy: Let us have some instances.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is no use for the
voung and unsophisticated member for West
Perth to talk as he does. Right in the heart
of the West Perth electorate a manufactur-
ing concern has closed dowm.

[71]
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The CHATIRMAN: Was it a State under-
taking?

Mr. MARSHALL: 1t was the manufas-
turing concern knowu as Hayner & Co.

Hon. G, Taylor: A jam factory.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
distinctly out of order., He must discuss
the item before the Chair.

Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Mt.
Margaret argues that the State Joses annu-
ally by the manufacture of agricultural
implements, but he has no figures to show
that were it not for the State Imploment
Works the prices of imported implements
would not be 50 per vent. higher than they
are to-day,

Hon. G. Taylor: The prices are higher
beeause the articles are better.

Mr, MARSHALL: The law of supply
and demand shows that if the price of o
good article rises beyond a cerfain
poinf, and if there is a fair article at a
lower price, purchasers eonsider the extent
of their resourecs. Were it not for the
State Implement Works, imported imple-
ments would probably he at much higher
prices.

Hon, G. Taylor: That is all moonshine.

Mr. MARSHALL: When the State Im-
ptement Works were fivst estnblished, they
were buill up on the velies of a panufac-
turing concern whose machinery was obsn-
lete.  With obsolete methods and obsolete
machinery the works could uot possibly
mannfarture articles to compete with im-
ported implements,  Tinnediately upon the
establishment of the works, the Government
of the day went out of oftice; and the sue-
ceeding Government never did anything to
bring the works up to modern requirements.
In every way they did their best to ensure
that the works did show a loss. They sic-
ceeded to this extent, that the articles pro-
duced here by obsolete methods and with
obsolete machinery were so inferior that
even to-llay il is asserfed that the imple-
ments made by the State works are no good.

Ar. Latham: The Governimneut were in
power for not less than three years after
establishing the works.

Mr. MARSHALL: The succeeding Gov-
ernment never gave the works a reasonable
chance of producing implements that could
compete with the imported implements.

Mr. Davy: How many years did they
want? They had five.
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Mr. MARSHALL: 1t wounld not take as
many years to bring the plant up to a state
of efficiency as it takes to manufacture a
lawyer. I repeat, the State Implement
Works have never had a fair trial.

Hon. G. Tayler: Nonsense!

Mr. Ferguson: They had five vears of a
sympathetic Government.

Mr. MARSHALL: Even since the pre-
sent Government came into power, £20,000
has been expended in bringing the mach-
inery up to a modern standard.

Mr. Teesdnle: Talk about underhand
stoping! You are a bit rocky on business
maftters.

Mr. MARSHALL: Much has been done
by the Government to place the works in
a state of modern efficiency.

Hon. G. Taylor: The enginecr in charge
is a good capable man.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt can he admitted
that the works have noi had a reasonably
fair trial. Country Party members represent
s section of the producers who reguire a
market for their produce. There is nothing
to prevent them baving a choice of the pur-
chases they desire, whether those goods be
imported or manufactured loeally. On the
other hand, those who work in the State
Implement Works have no choice regarding
the wheat and flour they have to use. They
are compelled to use the local products.

Mr. Ferguson: And they ave the best.

Mr. MARSHALL: The only way we can
encourage local production is to protect the
local market. I am surprised thal members
sitting on the Opposition cross-henches have
not appreciated the fact. Apparently they
would prefer to send their money to a for-
eign country, to Ameriea, or perhaps to
Malta. At the same time they expect to
build up the local market for the consump-
tion of their own produets.

Mr. LAMBERT : Probably it would be as
well to remember that perhaps nine-tenths
of the activities at the Btate Implement
Works are directed to serving other State
concerns, in which they play a very import-
ant part. The mapufacture of agricultural
implements is subordinate. The works are
also engaged in turning out east-iron pipes,
water meters, and other articles.

The Premier: The works engage in ordin-
ary engineering activities.

Afr. Teesdale: And they build dredees.

Mr. Marshall: And cranes for the har-
bour works,
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Mr. LAMBERT : The works have been
improved lately but are siill capable of
greater improvement, For members to dis-
cuss the Implement YWorks solely from the
stamlpoint of their value in manufaeturing
agricultural implements is altogether wrong.
It would be very unfortunate for other de-
partments if, in view of the competition that
exists, the works were to be closed, It would
cost the State considerably more than we
lose at the present time. It is regrettable
that the opportunity was not seized by those
who should have a knowledge of the subject,
to add to the value of the implement works
along profitable lines. Kvery year the Gov-
ernment railways have at their disposal
thousands of tons of high-grade steel that
cost from £18 to £22 per ton and that steel
is sold to an cutside firm. Some time ago
I suggested that an electric furnace should
be installed at the State Implement Works
for the purpose of re-melting that steel.
Side by side with the disposal by the Gov-
ernment of that high-grade steel to a private
concern, the Stale power house supplies elee-
tric eurrent to that private concern at a
price less than the cost of providing the
current amounts to. The logs ineurred in
that respect amounts to much morve than the
deficit in connection with the operations of
the State Implement Works and yet not a
single member has faken exception to that
faect.

Mr. Sleaman: That is a horse of another
volour,

Mr. LAMBERT: When we consider that
the private concern I referred to purchases
that high-grade steel from the railways at
10s. per ton for re-meiting with the aid of
electriec eurrent sold to them by the Govern-
ment at .56d., it has to be borne in mingd that
the steel, when re-melted, is sold back to the
Railway Department at npwards of £20 per
ton. In view of that fact, it is nearly time

hon. members eommenced to ask auestions.

Mr. Davy: It is pretty nearly time
these Clovernment enterprises  took a
tumble to themselves. Youn are presenting
a shocking case against Government admin-

istration of such concerns.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is either the funection
of the State Implement Works or of the
Railway Departinent, but the fact remains
that if activities were confined alone to deal-
ing with this bigh-grade steel at the present
price of current, the Gavernment, by re-
melting the serap steel themselves, could
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make a clear profit of between £25,000 and
£30,000 per year.

Mr. Mann: Is the present scheme not
economically suceessful?

Mr. LAMBERT: Admittedly.

Mr. Mann: Then what is the use of your
argument ¥

Mr. LAMBERT: But it is not economi-
cally suceessful from the Government’s point
of view in sell stee] thut costs them £20 a ton,
to a private firm at 10s, per ton, at the sane
time supplying the private firm with current
at less than it costs to produce, only to buy
back from that private firm the steel when
re-melted at from £22 to £24 per ton.

Mr. Davy: What docs that prove?

The CHALRMAN : It proves that the hon.
member is not discussing the State Inple:
ment Works.

Mr. LAMBERT: | am speaking direcily
to the vote before the Chair. 1 am referring
to a profitable activity that could be handled
by those works. Thousands of tous of
cast steel are required in this State every
year. One concern in which I am interested
has bought a considerable quantity re-
cently. Everyone else, the Railway De-
partment and all the other departments re-
quiring cast steel, must buy from private
individuals the very steel that has been
sold at a few shillings per ton by all the
other departments, including Tramways,
and Electricity Supply, the Railways
and every other department.  While the
bluff may be put over that this eannot be
run by a Government, actually it is one of
the simplest possible industries fo run; be-
eause you have the raw roaterial there to be
serapped, material for which there is no
sale in Western Ausiralia unless you have
an electrie furnace to re-melt it. And the
development of electric furnaces throngh-
out the world has been remarkable. If
there were in any of our departments an
engineer with any conception of the devel-
opment of electric furnaces——

Mr. Davy: Are you criticising the Vate?

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt is competent for the
hon. member to get up and speak for him-
self. He is not bluffing me, and I do not
suppose he is acting sponsor for the Min-
ister. If the hon. member does not under-
stand what I am saying, it is his fault, not
mine. I am only giving what I hope is
some useful information to the Committee;
something that may be of use to the Pre-
mier when people come along and put up
fanciful schemes for bettering the position
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of the State Implement Works. He can
say to them “I understand you are selling
thousands of tons of scrapped steel. Give
me an estimate of what an electric furnace
will cost, and iet the Railways give me an
idea of what they are paving per annum for
their eastings.” Then the Premier ¢an re-
mind them that he is supplying for the
welting of the serap steel clectrie eurrent
at considerably less than the cost of the
power to produce it, let alone the capital,
the cost of management and deprectation.

Mr. Mann: Are you indicting the man-
ager or the Mimster?

Hon. G. Taylor: The Government—any-

body.
Mr. LAMBERT: I am only trying to
open up a wider sphere of usefulness for
these works. I hope memburs will not ba.
lieve that the manager of the State Imple-
ment Works alone is coneerned about the:
produetion of agricultural inachinery. Too
many people who have a practical know-
ledge of the use of agrienltural implements
think that those from the State Implemen:
Works are not up to the mark. That being
so, it is ag well for us to realisc it, and to
realise also that there are many other ac-
tivities in which those works ean he usefully
employed.

Mr, DAVY: I do nof quite understand
what the speech of the member for Cool-
pardie was in aid of.

AMr. Teesdale: The Red Cross.

Mr, DAVY: Tt seemed to prove conclu-
sively that the State Implement Works are
very hadly run.

Mr., Sleeman: Was Le in favour of them
or against them?

Mr. DAVY: I really do not know. Bum
what the ordinary man, wilhout any par-
ticular poliecy about such things, sees 13
that the State Implement Works year after
vear make a loss and so cost the State a
lot of money.

The Premier: That is not quite right.
You will see by the footnote that their con-
tribution to revenue this year is expected to
be nil. Tt is not quite the :ame as making
a loss.

Me. DAVY: Of course it does not say so,
hat if the works were making a loss of
£10,000 this year that stitement at the
bottom would still be perfectly correct.

Mr. Latham: They estimate to lose about
£3,000 in one year.
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Mr. DAVY: We know they have been 2
drain on revenne for many jears past, and
that despite a serious writing down of
capital. We know also that the purposc
for which they were established, namely,
the manufacture of farmivg implements,
has not been fulfilled with any conspicuour
success. Because everybody praises highly
the State Implement Works' plough, we se:
that the praising of one small agrieultural
implement out of the large number of ma-
chines that the works purport to produce 1s
rather damning those works with faint
praise. So the works are failing, and ex-
pensively failing, to achieve the object for
which they weve established. Now we are
iold the works are carrying on other funs-
tions, the manufacture of engineering plani:
for other departments.

Mr. They are building a biz
dredge.

Mr, DAVY: Why do the works have to
build dredges and other things and siill show
a loss?

Mr. Marshall: They built the best crane
on the Fremantle wharf.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, at a less. It is very
nice for the member for Fremantle to have
in his constitnency a State trading concern
employing 500 or more voters.

Mr, Sleeman: Do you sugpgest that the
works lose on everything they do?

Mr. DAVY: In view of that loss of
£3,000 per annum, I sngges: that their ac-
tivities are unprofitable to the State. They
pay no taxes, no dividend daty. So 1 sug-
gest that the 500 or 600 men working there
are working unprofitably as a whole. They
zet their wages and so on, but their activities
as a whole are unprofitable. There is foo
much of this business throughout Australia.
We have thousands and thouwsands of men
busily engaged in aetivities at a loss.

Mr. Sleeman: If a railwuy was showing
a loss, you would sell it.

Mr. DAVY: 1 do not say any such thing.
It may be necessary to continue running
such a railway. Bui nobody has pul far-
ward any good reason why the State Tmple-
ment Works should continue to be run at a
lass.

Division put and passed.

Sleeman ;

Division—State Quarries, £38,330—agreed
to.

[ASSEMBLY.;

Division—=State Shipping Service, £200,
406

Mr. SLEEMAN: Here j: another Vot
to which members may not be so antagon-
istie. Not long ago some mumbers, not ver:
svitpithetie oiher  brate  tracing
concerns, declared that this was not a frad-
ing concern, but a public wtility. If 1
is a publie utilily we ean afford to improve
it. We have two fine boats in the “Kybra™
and the “Koolinda,” not forgetting the
“‘Kangaroo.”” 1f another good boat were
purchased it would serve to lessen the loss
on the Staie Shipping Secvice. If would
e more economical to run the serviee with
another boat than with the number we have
at presenf. There are pecople in Australia
who have threatened {o suspend the Navi-
gation Act.

The CHAIRMAN: We shall not discuss
the Navigation Act.

My, SLEEMAN: That was just in pas-
sing.

The CHATRMAN: T shall not allow that
sihjeet {0 be discussed.

My, SLEEMAN: It might make matters
more dilfienlt for the State Shipping Ser-
vice. The time has arrived when another
boat should be purchased. Exemption
should no longer be granted to the boats
carrying black erews and the trade should
be confined to the boats that are eatering
for it, namely the State ships. An exemp-
ted vessel employs a black crew at very
low wages, and very little of the monex
is spent in the State. The State boats pay
a decent wage and give reasonably gooil
conditions. The families of the men live
in the State and the money is ecirculated
in the State, The boats, too, are pru-
visioned bere. I hope that in the near
future another ‘‘Koolinda’’ will be provided
and we shall be able to do away with the
blaek boats trading in and ont of Fre-
mantle.

wwards

Division put and passed.

Divisions — State  Sawwmylls, £735,443.
Wyndham Freermy, Canning and Meat
Export Works, £318800—agreed to.
the report

Resolutions reported, and

adopted.

House adjonrned at 11.1% pom,
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Rcgisiative Council,

Thursday, 22nd XNovember, 1928.

PigE

Queations : Road comstruction, Qbooli 1987
Electoral districta, quotas ... 1067
Motlen : Publlc services, iate Hom. J. 'E. Dodd .- 1067
Bllls : Road Closura (Qnmn Street), roturned . 1970
Eduomiion, returned . 1970
Group Settlement Act Amend.ment.. Beport .. 1970

Quarty Raltway Extenmsion, 2R. .. e 1920
Electora) Dhtrlch Act Amﬂmb RE. .

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.tn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ROAD CONSTRUCTION,
GHOOLI.

Hon. 1. CORNELL asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Have the Yigarn Road Board
been refused permission to construct a road
through Ghooli Experimental Farm to the
Ghooli railway siding? 2, If so, will any
financial assistance be given by the Govern-
ment to the Yilgarn Road Board towards
the construction of the additional road neces-
sary to give settlers access to this siding?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: L,
Yes. 2, If the Yugarn Road Board makes
application for assistance it will receive
consideration.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS,
QUOTAS,

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Chief See-
retary : Has the Chief Electoral Officer sub-
mitted any reports under Section 10 (2b)
of the Electoral Districts Aet, 1923, notify-
ing that the rolls made up for any triennial
election had shown that the enrolment in
not less than five cleetoral distriets had
fallen short of, or exceeded, by 20 per
centum, the quota for such districts under
that Act?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: No.
The Bill for a redistribution of seats in ae-
cordance with the division of the State into
electoral districts by the Commissioners pur-
suant to Seetion 3 was not passed. There-
fore the quota and the proposed division
lapsed and paragraph (b) of subsection {2}
of Section 10 relating to u re-division of the
State into electoral districts was inoperative,
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MOTION—PUBLIG S8ERVIOES, LATE
HON. J. E. DODD.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metrapolitan)
[433): T move—

1, That this House requests the Goverument
to afford Parliament an opportunity to give
cffect to some form of recognition of the great
services rendered to this State by the late Hon.
J, E. Dodd. 2, That the forevomg resolution
be transnnttcd to the chislative Assembly,
and its concurrence desired therein,

I shall best achieve my chject by asking
meinbers to caryy the motion unanivously,
with the fewest possible words in introdue-
tion and in support of it. Members all re-
mentber Mr, Dodd and many knew him
much betier than I did. Therefore I shall
not stress to any extent the good gualities
our laie friend possessed. Having been in
the State for many vyears, Mr. Dodd was
first knowa to me as a secretary of one f
the industrial unions on the goldfields. He
was an ideal seeretary, a man of great vision,
who always vealised the economie loss that
followed in the wake of strikes ur lock-ouis
and, therefore, always strove to prevent any
sessation of work. By so doing, he not ouly
henefited the workers themselves primarily,
but the employers too, and the State mater-
ially benefited throngh the wheels of indus-
try being kept revolving, Following his
position a5 a unien secretary, he eame to
this House and, before I hecame a member,
Mr. Dodd was a Minisfer of the Crown. Tn
those days I viewed his aetions not from
the floor below, bot from the gallery above.
8o far as 1 could judge, he carried out his
duties not only fearlessly but, in accordance
with his politieal faith, in the best interests
of the State. TUnforiunately as time went
on, Mr. Dodd's health failed, and his ill-
health eontinued to such an extent that he
hecame more or less a physieal wreek.
Throughout he faeed his ailment with forti-
fude and bravery that few of us, 1
am afraid, eould emulate. T sat next
to him for many years, and I know
that on numerous oeeasions he endeavoure.!
to carry out his duties while gmffering
great physteal agony. I kmow, too, tha:
he was fortunate in having allied himse!f
with a lady who for many years so acted
on his behalf that we can with truth char-
acterise her as a ministering angel. She
locked afier Mr. Dodd, not only in his home
but in this Chamber. It was a sorry spec-
tacle, from time to time, when we saw Mry.
Dodd wheeling our late member all the



